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For all your Agricultural, Garden, Horse and Pet Supplies

Garden Centre

Stone Lane, Lydiard Millicent, Swindon SN5 9LD
Tel: 01793 771766   www.toomers.co.uk

OPEN MON TO FRI 9–5 & SAT 10–2      FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING

www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a 

wide, engaged audience eager to discover new 
products and services. 

With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain 
valuable visibility and connect directly with potential clients.

To book your placement today please contact us on
07776 188805

01793 848859
15 Borough Fields, Royal Wootton Bassett,

Swindon SN4 7AX
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WASTE AND RECYCLING DATES
Thursday 26th March Garden Waste Green Bin

Friday 27th March WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Monday 6th April General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesday 7th April Household Waste Black Bin

Thursday 9th April Garden Waste Green Bin

Friday 10th April WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Monday 20th April General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesday 21st April Household Waste Black Bin

Thursday 23rd April Garden Waste Green Bin

Friday 24th April WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Monday 4th May General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesdays weekly Termtime 9am-12 Post Office Village Hall

Tuesdays weekly 10am - 12 Coffee Morning Village Hall

Thursday 26 March 12-2.30pm Lent Lunch Winterbourne Monkton

Wednesday 1 April 7.30pm David Bailey ‘Wild Homes’ Village Hall

Friday 3 April 6pm Good Friday Evensong St Peter ad Vincula

Saturday 4 April 10-11am Book Bottomless Breakfast The Crown

Sunday 5 April 10am Easter Service & Egg Hunt St Peter ad Vincula

Tuesday 7 April 7-9pm Phil’s Shed Village Hall

Sunday 19 April 10am Morning Prayer St Peter ad Vincula

Saturday 25 April 6-9pm Book Tapas The Crown

Saturday 2 May evening Wine Tasting Village Hall

Saturday 2 May 10-11am Book Bottomless Breakfast The Crown

Sunday 3 May 10am Parish Communion St Peter ad Vincula

Wednesday 13 May 7pm Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting

Kennet Valley School 

Saturday 16 May 6-8pm Book Mexican Buffet The Crown

Tuesday 19 May 7pm Annual Parish Meeting Village Hall 

Friday 29 May 7.30pm BHVH Volunteer Social Village Hall

Saturday 13 June save the date Barn Dance Village Hall

Saturday 13 June 7-11pm Barn Dance Village Hall

Saturday 11 July 4pm -12 ticket Country Festival The Crown

Saturday 18 July 5.30--11.30 Lumo Disco The Crown

Saturday 19 September save the date Hackpen Beer & Gin festival Village Hall

Saturday 5 December save the date Christmas Party Village Hall
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Dear All,   

I’m writing this with the sound of bird song, the 
sight of nodding daffodils, sunshine and the 
promise of spring, how lovely.  
What a fabulous response to the call for help 
cleaning up our Parish.  There were about 50 
volunteers who took up their litter pickers, their 
bin bags, donned hi-vis jackets and headed out 
to remove rubbish from the hedgerows, lanes 
and roadsides.  Bacon butties were provided 
afterwards at The Crown, The Winterbourne 
and in Uffoctt.  Well done to all who helped, it 
makes a big difference. See photos in the Parish 
Council Newsletter page 17.
In these times of rising prices, the Village Hall 
are reducing theirs - hooray!  See page 5 for 
more information.
There is a packed calendar for the coming 
few months, some highlights for April are The 
Crown’s Bottomless Brunch on 4th April, and 
Tapas Evening on 25th, see page 9. There are 
several Easter Services, including an Easter Egg 
hunt see page 22.
On the subject of photographs, some wonderful 

atmospheric pictures have been sent to us by 
Selkley Shutters, our local photographic group 
see page 13.   A talk by a wildlife photographer 
is on in the village hall this month, see opposite  
for details.
Liz 

Useful Website Addresses:
Broad Hinton Village Hall:	 broadhinton.org.uk
Parish Council: 		  bhwbparishcouncil.org.uk
Cricket Club:			  whitehorsecricketclub.co.uk
School:			   broadhintonschool.org
Wiltshire Council:		  wiltshire.gov.uk
Churches:			   kennet8.org.uk

Advertising Rates:
A4 page			   £30
Half an A4 page 		  £20
Quarter page 			   £15
3 months for 2	
Sponsorship 			   £25 

Please email copy to the Please email copy to the Editor Liz Moakes Editor Liz Moakes atat  
3villageslocalnews@gmail.com3villageslocalnews@gmail.com, or phone , or phone 
077761 88805. 077761 88805. 
For information regarding advertising please contact 
the Advertising Co-ordinator Steve Cutler at the 
same e-mail address 3villageslocalnews@gmail.
com or phone 07761 577998
Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz 
and and “ADVERT” for Steve making it easier for them 
to separate the messages thereby enabling them to 
respond more quickly to you. 

Items submitted to the Local News are considered 
for publication at the editor’s discretion and are 

assumed to be intended for publication unless 
otherwise stated.  Articles will only be printed 
anonymously if the editor is informed of the name 
of the author.  It is your responsibility to inform the 
editor if, for any reason, you do not wish your name to 
appear in the Local News and associated websites.  
An electronic version of this newsletter is available, 
along with many other things of local interest on the 
village hall website at www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-
villages/local-news  
If you would to be emailed a link to the pdf version of 
the local news every month,  please send us an email 
to be added to the mail out list. 

Copy Date
 The Copy date for the copy of May Local News will be 20th April 2026. 

mailto:%203villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%203villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:3villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:3villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-villages/local-news   
http://www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-villages/local-news   
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Mark Wightman RIP
It is with great sadness that we at the 
Local News heard about the death of 
Mark Wightman, our friend and stalwart 
supporter.   We will publish something 
to remember Mark in our next issue. 

 

ddaavviidd  bbaaiilleeyy  
Renowned Wildlife Photographer 

 
on 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 1ST 2026 at 7.30 
In Broad Hinton Village Hall 

 
Will be giving a talk entitled 

 ‘Wild Homes’ 
 

David’s PowerPoint presentation will captivate you with stunning visuals, 
captivating stories and insightful tips about wildlife photography and 

conservation.  Whether you’re a photography enthusiast, a lover of nature 
or just looking for an inspiring evening David’s talk is not to be missed. 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
(£5.00 including tea or coffee) 
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VILLAGE HALL VILLAGE HALL 
 APRIL NEWS APRIL NEWS

New Resident Hiring Rates
A 20% reduction & ⁠no deposit for residents for most events from 1st April!

Now, as a resident of one of our three villages, if you were to hire the main hall for three hours 
for a party, it would only cost £39, instead of £48 at the old rates.

The hall is ideal for your birthday or any other party, or how about hosting a dinner there – we 
have a beautifully equipped kitchen.

Here’s a comparison of the old and new rates

Space Old rates New rates
Hourly Daily Hourly Daily

Main Hall £16  £160 £13 £130
Meeting Room £13 £130 £10 £100
Both Rooms £22 £220 £20 £200

You can find more details on our updated bookings pages on the website https://broadhinton.
org.uk/booking/ 

We’ve also reduced hiring deposits on most resident bookings. Examples of no-deposit 
bookings are community group meetings, private parties, and regular social events or classes. 

So book your Village Hall, visit the calendar and click on the date you’re interested in. This will 
open our online booking system (Lemon Bookings) where you can see available times and 
make a booking. You can also book by emailing hallbookings@broadhinton.org.uk or calling 
01793 296737.

Dates for your diary
Beer Festival Saturday 19th September – planning has begun
Christmas Party Saturday 5th December – more details to follow
Wine Tasting Saturday 2nd May last call for tickets, we have limited numbers available. Contact 
Sarah Kromer at tickets@broadhinton.org.uk or 07885 519221.

Volunteer Social Event
We’ve arranged this for Friday 29th May at 7:30pm, in the Village Hall. We’ll be welcoming 
many of our current volunteers for drinks and a chat. If you’re new to the community, in any 
of our three villages, and would like to come along and say hello, do join us then to hear more 
about our amazing community facility, we’d love to see you.

https://broadhinton.org.uk/booking/
https://broadhinton.org.uk/booking/
https://broadhinton.org.uk/booking/lemon-booking/
mailto:hallbookings@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:tickets@broadhinton.org.uk
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300 Club 2026
We still have a few 300 Club tickets available, get them while you can! If you sign up now, 
you can start halfway through the year. Three numbers cost £2.50 per month, a total cost 
of £30 for the year. There are fifteen numbers available for 2026. If you’d like any, contact 
Sarah Kromer at finance@broadhinton.org.uk or 07885 519221.

March 300 Club Winners
£50	 212	 Adam Gilmore
£25	 31	 Jon Candy
£20	 26	 Mark Miller
£20	 208	 Des Clark
£10	 165	 Romey Baker

May Hirings
No one-off hirings during May, just the regular events below.

Regular Events
What regular events go on in the Village Hall?

Weekly
Mondays; two Pilates classes 9:30am & 11am
Tuesdays

•	 Coffee Morning 10am-12 noon
•	 Post Office 9am-12 noon
•	 Northwood Ballet School various times, dependant on age-group

Thursdays; two Pilates classes 9:30am & 11am
Fridays

•	 Pilates class 9:30am
•	 Youth Club term times 7pm

Fortnightly on Wednesdays; Art Group

Monthly
•	 Tuesdays Phil’s Shed next one 7th April 7pm
•	 Wednesdays Ridgeway Ladies next one 1st April 7:30pm

Throughout the year, the village hall also hosts:
•	 Book Café – next one Saturday 23rd May
•	 Farmer’s Markets – next one Sunday 24th May

You can find details of most of these on the website broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/ and check 
dates on the calendar broadhinton.org.uk/booking/lemon-booking/ 

Like us on Facebook Broad Hinton Village Hall

www.broadhinton.org.uk

mailto:finance@broadhinton.org.uk
https://broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/
https://broadhinton.org.uk/booking/lemon-booking/
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Regular Events
Mondays; two Pilates classes 9:30am & 11am
Tuesdays
·Coffee Morning 10am-12 noon
·Post Office 9am-12 noon
·Northwood Ballet School various times & age-groups
Thursdays; two Pilates classes 9:30am & 11am
Fridays
·Pilates class 9:30am
·Youth Club term times 7pm

Fortnightly on Wednesdays; Art Group

Monthly
·Tuesdays Phil’s Shed Tues 7  April 7pmth

·Wednesdays Ridgeway Ladies Weds 1st April 7:30pm

Throughout the year, the village hall also hosts:
·Book Café – next one Saturday 23  Mayrd

·Farmer’s Markets – next one Sunday 24  Mayth

You can find details of most of these on the website
broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/ and check dates on the calendar
broadhinton.org.uk/booking/lemon-booking/ 

Regular
Events
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We’ll be welcoming many of our
volunteers, for a drink and chat.

If you’re new to the community, in
any of our three villages, and would
like to come along and say hello,
do join us then to hear more about
our amazing community facility, we’d
love to see you.

Volunteer Social Event
Friday 29  May 7:30pmth

Village Hall
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Skylarks
We are so lucky to live in an area of chalk downland, a rare and globally significant landscape, with 
extraordinary biodiversity.
There are some unique flora and fauna. It is a haven for rare orchids and fragrant herbs like Wild 
Thyme and Marjoram.
•	 Nearly a third of all UK butterfly species thrive here, including Adonis Blue and Chalkhill 		
	 Blue.	
•	 Then there are the birds that favour this landscape like the Red Kite and Skylark.

The Skylark is a small, streaky brown bird renowned for its extraordinary display flight and complex 
song.  It is larger than a sparrow but smaller than a starling, featuring a small head crest that it can 
raise when excited or alarmed.
The species is currently suffering a dramatic population decline of over 61% in the last 40 years. 
Breeding takes place between April and August.

•	 Males are famous for rising almost vertically to heights of up to 300m, where they hover 	
and sing  "parachuting" back to earth.
•	 Unlike many birds, Skylarks nest on the ground in open fields to avoid predators. This makes 
them highly vulnerable to disturbance from farm machinery and off-lead dogs.
•	 Skylarks can be found on most areas of open farmland, preferring larger arable and 		
grassland fields. The open areas are chosen to allow sightings of potential predators.
•	 In our area they can be seen along the Whettles path between Broad Hinton and   Winterbourne 
Bassett on Vize Lane and other paths and patches of grassland that lead up to The Ridgeway and 
Broad Town escarpment.

You can help in their conservation by being particularly vigilant when out walking, especially if you 
have a dog. Keep your dog on a short lead and never let it wander off into the grassland and crops 
by the side of paths.

In the coming months look out for the poster like the one below.

Skylark protection area
Please do not disturb

March through to September

Skylarks nest on the ground and are easily disturbed. Numbers have dropped by 61% in the last 40 years.
Your co-operation will help their recovery.  PLEASE:  Keep dogs on short leads.  Stay on the path.

Broad Hinton & Winterbourne 
Bassett Parish Council
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Our local photographic group have sent us a couple of photographs on on the theme of benches, 
the top one  is :    	 A bench On A Misty Day in St. Peter’s Churchyard.
the bottom one is : 	 Do you Recognize these Benches?
We hope to see another photo next month.  Many thanks

Selkley Shutters
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BROAD HINTON 
YOUTH CLUB

Come and join our youth club! 

We meet every Friday from 7:00pm until 
9:00pm during term-time in Broad Hinton 
Village Hall. The club is for 10-14 year 
olds and the cost is £3 per session (plus 
tuck shop money!)
  
New members are always very welcome.  
We have table tennis, table football, 
a snooker table, an indoor net for 
badminton or volley ball, a PS4, a Wii and 
an Xbox, as well as a tuck shop. 
  
We sometimes have other activities 
such as art and craft or different sports. 
During the summer months we have use 
of the school field behind the village hall 
for outdoor activities. 

Please visit our webpage on the Broad 
Hinton Village Hall website: 
https://broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/youth-
club/ 
and for more information please 
email  bhyouthclub23@gmail.com

THE RIDGEWAY LADIES
On Wednesday 4th March the ladies welcomed 
Amy Levin, one of the U.K.’s leading all-natural 
chocolatiers, to their meeting.
Amy explained the chocolate making 
process and we were invited to taste the 
chocolate nibs which are crushed pieces 
of cocao bean that have gone through the 
fermenting, drying and roasting process.  
They are nature’s chocolate chips and have a 
distinctive taste and flavour.  These nibs are 
the basis of the chocolate.  The nibs are then 
put into a Melanger (a specialised chocolate 
mixer!) together with an unrefined sugar 
and approximately twenty four hours later….
CHOCOLATE!!!!.  It was apparent to us all 
that chocolate making is an intense and time 
consuming process requiring much patience 
and dedication.  
Then came the time we were all waiting for …
the tasting of the finished chocolate bars!!!!!  
Fantastic!!!  The chocolate was absolutely 
delicious and fortunately Amy had brought 
along a selection to purchase.  
A most enjoyable talk …thank you Amy.
 Visit Amy’s web site for more information .  
www.amylevin.co.uk .  Also Amy is usually at 
the Broad Hinton Farmers Market.

Our next meeting on Wednesday April 1st at 
7.30pm in the village hall is an Open Meeting….
EVERYONE is welcome.  The cost will be 
£5 for non Ridgeway Lady members and 
includes coffee and biscuits.  The speaker 
is David Bailey, a Wildlife photographer, and 
promises to be of interest to photographers 
and nature lovers  -  come and join us.  

http://www.amylevin.co.uk
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Neighbourhood 
Plan Update

The Independent examiner is now in the 
process of looking through our plan and 
will be giving us his recommendations in 
due course.  We will let you know when 
there are further developments. 

BROAD HINTON 
VILLAGE HALL

COFFEE MORNINGS
EVERY TUESDAY FROM

 10am to 12 Noon

A mug of real coffee and a piece of 
homemade cake will only cost you £3!! if 
you come along to the Village Hall Coffee 
Mornings on Tuesdays between 10am 
and noon.  Pop in for a mid-morning 
break if you work from home or stay for 
longer and have a chat.
The first Coffee Morning was in the 
summer of 2009 and to date £51,942 
has been raised and shared between the 
Church and the Village Hall.  The mobile 
Post Office is also open from 9 to 12 on 
Tuesdays in the Meeting Room.

Andy & Jo McCombe
Geoff & Marilyn Martin
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Welcome to the latest edition of the 
Broad Hinton and Winterbourne 
Bassett Parish Council newsletter.

Community is absolutely what makes 
this parish such a special place to live. 
As a Council, we remain committed 
to listening to local voices, supporting 
village life, and working together to 
address the issues that matter most to 
our residents.

I am pleased to welcome our newly 
co-opted councillor, David Conroy, 
from Broad Hinton, who joins us as 
we continue to develop our plans for 
the future. Work is progressing well on 
our Parish Emergency Plan, helping to 
ensure we are well prepared to support 
our community when it matters most. 
Alongside this, we are also developing 
our three-year strategy, setting clear 
priorities to guide our work and 
investment in the years ahead. We will 
share more on this soon. We are also 
delighted that village hall will once 
again be warm and cosy with a great 
new heating system. 

Community spirit has been especially 
evident recently, with a fantastic turnout 
for our village clean-up mornings across 
all three villages in late March. Thank 
you to everyone who gave their time 
and energy. Thanks also to those who 
provided much needed refreshments. 

Looking ahead, planning is underway 
for the Annual Parish Meeting, which 
will be an important opportunity to 
re� ect on the past year and share our 
future plans and to hear from our local 
community groups. We also wanted 
to make residents aware that road 
dressing is scheduled to take place in 
Winterbourne Bassett in April further 
details are on our website.

Thank you, as always, to everyone 
who contributes to our community—
whether through volunteering, sharing 

• The Annual Parish 
Meeting is set for 19th of 
May.  All welcome. 

• We have co-opted a new 
Councillor, welcome 
to David Conroy who 
attended his � rst meeting 
recently. 

• Our Neighbourhood Plan 
is being checked by the 
Independent Examiner.

• The Village Clean up was 
extremely sucessful. 

• An additional dog waste 
bin has been installed.  

• The new Village Hall 
heating has been 
installed. 

• Skylark protection notices 
will be put up.

Parish Council NewsParish Council News

Broad Hinton and Winterbourne Bassett Parish Council

Chairman’s 
Message

Headline News

 Village Clean up Crew in Broad Hinton at the Crown

 Village Clean up Crew in Winterbourne B

  ...and in Uffcott

ideas, or supporting local initiatives. 
Your involvement is what keeps our 
parish strong.
We hope you enjoy this edition of the 
newsletter and are also enjoying some 
much needed Spring sunshine

Warm Wishes 

Adrian Smith
Chair 
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Unlimited FREE veterinary consultations

Booster vaccinations

Discounts on retail products, food and any

prescribed flea & worming products 

Substantial discounts on our prescription charges 

Seasonal offers through our newsletters, plus much

more!

VIP ECO PLAN
Launching in 2026!

Protecting your pet,
your pocket and
the environment

Making Life Better

thameswoodvets.co.uk

Broad Hinton Village Hall
May 23rd

9.30 to 11.30am
£4 entry includes drink

 & a cake
(cash only please)

The format is a book exchange.  Bring your unwanted, 
good condtion fiction (no biographies, autobiographies 
or other non fiction please).  Take away as many books 
as you like. 
• Coffee, tea, squash and homemade cakes
• Children’s and adults’ books
• Meet friends and neighbours
• Chat about books

Book Café is run by volunteers from local book clubs.
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PCC Parish News

Last week, Wiltshire again  demonstrated  the 
strength of a united  South West  approach to 
tackling organised crime. Operation Scorpion 
brought together all five regional police forces, 
Police and Crime Commissioners, SWROCU 
and British Transport Police in a coordinated 
effort to disrupt drug supply and protect 
vulnerable people from exploitation. With 
Wiltshire Police leading this phase, the focus 
was on Class A drug supply and its clear links to 
missing children and child criminal exploitation. 
Across Wiltshire, officers arrested 26 individuals, 
safeguarded 24 people and visited 52 cuckooed 
addresses, removing around £380,000 worth 
of drugs and more than £22,000 in cash from 
criminal networks. These results are more than 
enforcement statistics - each reflects harm 
prevented, a vulnerable person supported, or an 
organised crime group disrupted.  
I was pleased to welcome Policing Minister Sarah 
Jones MP to Trowbridge during the week of action, 
where she saw firsthand the professionalism of 
Wiltshire Police as they executed a warrant linked 
to County Lines. As I said at the time, this phase 
of Operation Scorpion shows the real impact of 
a coordinated South West approach. Wiltshire’s 
leadership has delivered strong results and 
vital safeguarding. 
The week also highlighted why locally rooted 
forces matter. Wiltshire Police acted quickly and 
precisely because of the strong relationships it 
holds with communities and partner agencies. 
Enforcement was only one part of the work. 
Officers visited schools across the county, 
speaking to  nearly a  thousand young people 
about exploitation and how to seek help. 
This early intervention plays a crucial role in 
preventing criminal networks from gaining a 

foothold in young people’s lives. Alongside this, 
teams worked with hotels, police cadets and 
local services to raise awareness of exploitation 
and identify those at risk. 
Protecting vulnerable people  remains  at the 
heart of this work. Organised crime groups 
rely on fear,  silence  and manipulation. By 
increasing awareness and supporting early 
reporting, we make Wiltshire a harder place for 
them to  operate. Operation Scorpion shows 
again that our region is strongest when it stands 
together, and we will continue working to keep 
our communities safe.

Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 2026

All villagers are warmly invited 
to attend our Annual Parochial 
Church Council Meeting at Kennet 
Valley School, Lockeridge on 13th 
May starting at 7.pm.
The APCM is the opportunity 
for members of the community 
to see and understand how the 
large Parochial Church Council 
now works.  All of the accounts 
will be visible to any who wish 
to see them, as well as who is 
representing each church.
If you do wish to attend we would 
be grateful if you could inform the 
Church Office on 01672 861786 or 
by email upperkennetchurches@
gmail.com  so we have some idea 
of numbers.
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CAN YOU HELP?

We need some extra help, again about two 
or three times a year, to sweep, dust or 
polish and tidy the church.  

We alos need some occasional help with 
Church, perhaps two or three times a year.  
You don’t need to be an expert flower 
arranger, just some flowers in a vase will 
be fine.  It’ll make you smile.

If you can offer help, please contact 
Marjorie Sykes on 07762 109430/ 731471, 
or Gill Crabtree – 07774 424125/ 731627

GARDENER

I am a gardener looking for gardening 
work in the Avebury, Winterbourne 
Bassett, Broad Hinton and East Kennett 
area.
I am experienced and qualified but as I 
don’t drive you would need to provide 
tools. 
I’m happy to cycle or use public 
transport to reach you and I 
look forward to hearing from you.

If you are interested please contact me:

Martin Andre 
martinjandre@gmail.com 
01672 539641
07887 717626

Churchyard Mowing

Broad Hinton Church 
Mowing Rota 2026

For many years now, Mark Whiteman has co-
ordinated the church mowing rota along with the 
many other roles that he carried out in the village 
and beyond.
Mark, gently persuaded both ladies and gentlemen 
to volunteer their services to keep the church yard 
in pristine condition over the summer months. 
Whether for special services such as weddings 
and funerals or for regular church services as well 
as for those visitors who came to see the church 
and visit graves of relatives or friends.

The Parochial Church Council(PCC)  have asked 
me to step into Mark’s shoes to address this and I 
will be sending out a rota shortly to hopefully keep 
this going.

The point of this article is to see if there are any 
new ‘volunteers’ who would be prepared to offer 
their services.

The rota is based on a 2-weekly cycle with 2 people 
covering the fortnight, either doing it together to 
lighten the load or each taking the responsibility 
for a week within the cycle.

The church has a petrol mower stored in a cabinet 
near the back of the church and accessible by a 
code, a supply of petrol will also be stored in this 
cabinet. 
So, no having to transport a mower to the 
churchyard. On average it takes about 2 to 2½ 
hours to mow the required area so not looking for 
a huge amount of time.

If you would be prepared to give it a go, that would 
be fantastic,  please let me know.  

Thanking you in anticipation,   Des Clarke (731606 
or 07821644697) 

mailto:martinjandre@gmail.com
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Upper Kennet Churches

Good Friday 3rd April 
Choral Evensong at 6.00 pm 

Easter Sunday 5th April 
Easter Eucharist at 10.00 am 

followed by coffee and an Easter egg hunt 
around the church  

These services can be viewed on YouTube 

 Upper Kennet Churches Diocese of Salisbury www.kennet8.org.uk 

Services at St Peter Ad Vincula, Broad Hinton
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              Upper Kennet Churches             
 

Holy Week 
and Easter Services 2026

29 March - Palm Sunday
9.45 am	 Palm Sunday Procession – gather at the Winterbourne Pub
10 am	 Winterbourne Bassett - Palm Sunday Communion Service

2 April - Maundy Thursday 
7.30 pm	 Avebury - Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar Service 

3 April - Good Friday
12 noon	 West Overton - ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ 

         Readings, Music, Meditation
2 pm-3 pm 	 Avebury - Walk of Witness 
6 pm		 Broad Hinton - Evening Service  
6 pm		 East Kennett - Sung Compline  

5 April - Easter Day
6.30 am	 Avebury - Dawn Service - meet outside the Red Lion at 6.15
8.30 am	 Fyfield - Easter Day Holy Communion
10 am	 Broad Hinton - Easter Day Holy Communion
10 am	 West Overton - Easter Day Holy Communion
10 am	 Winterbourne Monkton - Easter Day Morning Service
10.30 am	 Winterbourne Bassett - Easter Day Morning Service
11 am	 East Kennett - Easter Day Morning Service
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There is a reality outside the world, outside 
time and space, outside our mental universe.  
Corresponding to this reality at the centre of the 
human heart is a longing for an absolute Good.  
This reality is the sole source of all Beauty, all 
Truth, all Justice, all Legitimacy and all Order.  It 
is beyond the reach of any human faculty. But we 
have the power to turn our love and our attention 
towards it.  It is through minds so turned that 
good comes into the world.
							     
	 Simone Weil

At the beginning of this month the church 
has its focus fully on the Mystery of Easter.  
The transformation of death into life with the 
resurrection of Christ.  With a kind of cosmic tai 
chi the hand of God shifts all that drags us down 
and destroys and fragments us, into a path of 
renewal.  This is achieved in the human and 
divine drama of Jesus Christ living in the middle 
east 2,000 years ago, and whose story holds all 
of this together. It is not a story of a vague hope 
or a contrived human idea.  It is a cosmic reality 
expressed through a human drama. 
 
But if this is to be something other than the 
celebration of a wonderful historical event, if 
this is to be a story that lives also in the present 
moment, it must also be relevant to everything 
we experience today. Have we so lost sight of 
that good that Simone Weil talks about, that all 
we have is an inadequate false imitation of good 
that currently makes all our politics so shabby? 

Have we really just left ourselves a choice 
between, on the one hand,  a politics of the left 
that is confused and meaningless, that is held 
through an unholy alliance between those who 
proclaim rights for all while teaming up with 
those who would push for the misogyny and 
extreme interpretations of sharia law?
And on the other the politics of the right, which 
is a hairsbreadth away from an inhuman 
nationalism that could easily move from 
stopping boats to taking away the citizenship of 
those not seen as fitting within our society?

We seem to be lacking mature leaders who 
have the minds to tune to that greater good 

that Simon Weil describes.  And we are learning 
very quickly that it is only through minds so 
tuned that good comes into the world. Endless 
political commentary and a social digital space 
full of everyone’s uninformed, angry opinions is 
no substitute. 

God’s story of the young man who claimed to be 
his Son, whose life is a pattern of unconditional 
divine love and goodness, and who lived and 
died so that we could experience together what 
‘good’ really means, holds the key, and gives us 
a focus for attaining something of what it can 
mean to live that goodness out in community.

Maybe this is something worth thinking about as 
you enjoy the daffodils dancing in the sunlight 
and the breeze.  They, for a few moments, 
opened Wordsworth’s heart and consciousness 
to ineffable Beauty as he allowed himself to 
wander lonely as a cloud.  Watching them just 
now through my window.  I can understand why. 

Every blessing,
Jonathan – the Rector.   

The Rector’s Letter

Upper Kennet Churches-
Home Visits & Home Communion

Please contact the Church Office if you 
would like one of our Pastoral Team to 
come and visit you or if you cannot get to 
church and would like Home Communion.  
Telephone: 01672 861786
e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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Morning Prayer 
8.30-9am daily

 

Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the 

day in an atmosphere of quiet prayer and 

reflection with others, from the comfort of 

your own armchair. We are a small group who 

value this wonderful opportunity to gather 

ourselves for the day, to focus on what lies 

ahead and to enjoy silence together.

For more details, the service sheet and the 

zoom link, contact

Sibella Laing: 

01672 861600 or 

sibella.laing@outlook.com

Can you give yourself 25 minutes a fortnight?

Just to relax, turn off, and forget the trials 
and stresses of life, and everyday pressures, 
and to enjoy a time of peace, calm and silent 
reflection.

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at 
East Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm 
we hold a Taize meditation service: a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the 
silence and the peace by candlelight, with 
a background of occasional singing - often 
accompanied by guitar playing, plus a few 
words of wisdom and brief prayers – but 
mainly peace and calm.

No complicated service to follow, just peace 
and relaxation.

Put these dates in your diary and drop in to 
join us when you feel like it: 

Wednesday  1st April 2026, 
Wednesday  15th April &

Wednesday  29th April 2026
	
Graham Kitchen, Jo Snape and Lindie White 

Flower and Cleaning Rotas will return next month
		  	 Flowers			   	 Cleaning

Readings for April 2026
Thursday 2 April – White
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12.1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116.1, 10-end or 116.9-end
1 Corinthians 11.23-26
John 13.1-17,31b-35

Friday 3 April – Red
Good Friday
Isaiah 52.13-end of 53
Psalm 22 [or 22.1-11 or 22.1-21]
Hebrews 10.16-25
or Hebrews 4.14-16;5.7-9
John 18.1-end of 19

 Sunday 5 April – Gold or White
Easter Day
Acts 10.34-43*
Psalm 118.1-2, 14-24 [or 118.14-
24]
Colossians 3.1-4 or Acts 10.34-
43*
John 20.1-18 or Matthew 28.1-10

Sunday 12 April – White
2nd Sunday of Easter
[Exodus 14.10-end; 15.20,21]
Acts 2.14a, 22-32*
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1.3-9

John 20.19-end

Sunday 19 April – White
3rd Sunday of Easter
[Zephaniah 3.14-end]
Acts 2.14a,36-41*
Psalm116.1-3,10-end [or 
116.1-7]
1 Peter 1.17-23
Luke 24.13-35

Sunday 26 April – White
4th Sunday of Easter
[Genesis 7]
Acts 2.42-end*

Psalm 23
1 Peter 2.19-end
John 10.1-10

*Acts must be used as 
either the first or second 
reading
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches
RECTOR:  REV’D JONATHAN POSTON	 01672 560584
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF 
Email:  jont.post@gmail.com
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Jonathan please telephone 
one of the churchwardens.
PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:	 Mrs Elizabeth Daley 07710 082308
							       Mr Roderick Palfrey 07799 221816
LICENSED LAY MINISTER (PTO)
Mrs Sibella Laing		  01672 861600		 sibella.laing@outlook.com
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mrs Claire Stiles		  01793 731620		 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mr Graham Kitchen 		  01672 861798		 graham@grahamkitchen.com
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS	
Mrs Claire Stiles		  01793 731620		 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mrs Alison Andre		  01672 539641 (also a Lay Pastoral Assistant)
Mrs Angharad Hughes 	 07771 615534
Mr Magnus Thompson
UPPER KENNET CHURCHES OFFICE:  01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
Anne Robinson & Sophie Roberts 
(Mon-Wed, 10am-1pm & Fri 11.30am – 2.30pm)
St Michael and All Angels Church, Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough SN8 4ER
Parish Website: www.kennet8.org.uk

CHURCHWARDENS 		  Mrs Maureen Dixon	 01672 539690
AVEBURY 			   Mrs Sandra Hues	 01672 539444    shues01@hotmail.com
				    Mrs Helen Vickers	 01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
BROAD HINTON 		  Mrs Gill Crabtree	 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
				    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick	 07778 175699    fitzpatrickrobert16@gmail.com
EAST KENNETT 		  Mr Graham Kitchen 	 01672 861798	   graham@grahamkitchen.com
				    Mrs Jo Snape		  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com
WEST OVERTON 		  Mrs Susan Rogers	 01672 861374	   sjrogers44@gmail.com
				    Mr Stuart Laing	 01672 861600	   stuart-laing@outlook.com
FYFIELD  please contact	 Vicky Evans		  01672 861622	   bixevans@gmail.com
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 	Ms Penny Gold 	 01672 539158	   goldpennygold@aol.com
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 	 Mrs Claire Stiles 	 01793 731620    c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
Co—lay Chairs:		  Simon Jones		  07768 008160	
				    Angharad Hughes	 07771 615534
PCC SECRETARY:		  Mr Peter Barry
LOCAL CHURCH COMMITTEES—SECRETARIES
AVEBURY			   Lindie White 		  01672 861864    lindiew@btinternet.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON  		  Sophie Roberts 	 01672 861786
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 	Mrs Jenny Scott	 01672 539104
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 	 Rose Barclay				       rosebarclay@gmail.com
BROAD HINTON 		  Mrs Liz Palfrey	  01793 731067   lizpalfrey@btinternet.com

MAGAZINES 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, 
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett:
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED 	 01672 861279 	 davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.
Final copy date 20th of each month.
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:
Editor:  Liz Moakes 						      07776 188805	3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
Final copy date 20th of each month, except December when it is 16th. 

mailto:upperkennetchurches%40gmail.com?subject=
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Notice Board

Upper Kennet Church Services - April 2026
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Brian Trevor White		  Avebury			   27th February 2026
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› Camera Survey
› Birds Nests Removed
› Fully Insured
› NCSSA Registered
› NVQ Qualified
› Friendly Local Service
› Cowls Fitted

seanoades@hotmail.com     www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk
Call Sean on 07881 206536

Plumbing & Property 
Maintenance Services

Paul Thrush

12 Home Ground, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 8NB

Commercial & Domestic Plumbing
Heating Maintenance    Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation

Property Maintenance    Paint & Decorating

01793 848122 / 07784 869277
ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk    pt-plumbing.co.uk

Free Quotations    No job too small    No call out fee i.n.electrical@hotmail.co.uk

Installation & 
Maintenance

07787 880000
Ian Norman

PAT Testing 
& Safety checks

OIL TANK NEED REPLACING?
Specialist Oil Tank Replacement
• Repairs & Maintenance Service
•
•  Oil, Derv & Water Tanks
•
• |Commercial|Agricultural

01672 841517
Email us on: info@kdtanksupplies.co.uk

Marlborough SN8 1SX
kdtanksupplies.co.uk

Family Business 
Est. Since 1987

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a 

wide, engaged audience eager to discover new 
products and services. 

With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain 
valuable visibility and connect directly with potential clients.

To book your placement today please contact us on
07776 188805

SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 

PFS Security Systems Ltd is a family- 
owned NSI Gold-approved security 
company serving the region since 1989. 

INTRUDER ALARMS 

CCTV & MONITORING 

ACCESS CONTROL 

MAINTENANCE 

CALL TODAY 01793 642 792 

STUNNING MARQUEES & ALL RELATED SERVICES 

 PRIVATE & CORPORATE EVENTS | TEMPORARY WAREHOUSING & RETAIL SPACE | FURNITURE HIRE | TEMPORARY ROADWAY 

www.coveredoccasions.co.uk  |  info@coveredoccasions.co.uk  | 01672 539539  |  Avenue Farm, Winterbourne Monkton SN4 9NW 
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01793 526780

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a wide,  

engaged audience eager to discover new products and services. 
With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain valuable visibility 

and connect directly with potential clients.
To book your placement today please contact us on

07776 188805

Tel:  01793 731176  Mob: 07812 656 431
FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

Patios   • Decking
Fencing  •

Pruning   • Mowing
Hedge CuttingG

ROUNDS & GARDENS

Bridget and Mark Cooper 
Adam Gilmore
Lixin Li
Kate Marshall
Ian and Beth Maclean
The Village Hall

Liz Moakes
Line
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