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For all your Agricultural, Garden, Horse and Pet Supplies

Garden Centre

Stone Lane, Lydiard Millicent, Swindon SN5 9LD
Tel: 01793 771766   www.toomers.co.uk

OPEN MON TO FRI 9–5 & SAT 10–2      FREE LEVEL ACCESS PARKING

www.thehearingandmobilitystore.co.uk

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a 

wide, engaged audience eager to discover new 
products and services. 

With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain 
valuable visibility and connect directly with potential clients.

To book your placement today please contact us on
07776 188805

01793 848859
15 Borough Fields, Royal Wootton Bassett,

Swindon SN4 7AX



COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WASTE AND RECYCLING DATES

Friday 30th January WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Monday 9th February General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesday 10th February Household Waste Black Bin

Thursday 12th February Garden Waste Green Bin

Friday 13th February WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Monday 23rd February General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesday 24th February Household Waste Black Bin

Thursday 26th February Garden Waste Green Bin

Friday 27th February WB General Recycling Blue Bin & Black Boxes

Tuesdays weekly Termtime 9am-12 Post Office Village Hall

Tuesdays weekly 10am - 12 Coffee Morning Village Hall

Friday 30 January 2pm BHADS Robbin’ Hoody Village Hall

Saturday 31 January 7pm BHADS Robbin’ Hoody Village Hall

Saturday 31 January 7pm BHADS Robbin’ Hoody Village Hall

Sunday 1 February 10am Parish Communion St Peter Ad Vincula

Saturday 7 February 9am-11am Bottomless Breakfast The Crown

Tuesday 10 February 3.15-4pm Mobile Library Village Hall

Saturday 14 February 7pm Pudding Evening Winterbourne Bassett

Saturday 14 February Book 6-9pm Valentines Menu The Crown

Sunday 15 February 10am Morning Prayer St Peter Ad Vincula

Sunday 22 February 9am-1pm Farmers Market Village Hall

Sunday 1 March 10am Parish Communion St Peter Ad Vincula

Satuday 7 March 9am Church Clean Up St Peter Ad Vincula

Saturday 7 March 9am-11am Bottomless Breakfast The Crown

Thursday 12 March 7pm Flower Arranging tbc St Peter Ad Vincula

Saturday 14 March Book 2-4pm Mothers Day Afternoon Tea The Crown

Saturday 14 March 9.30am Village Clean up See page 9
Wednesday 18 March Book St Patrick’s Day Set Menu The Crown

Saturday 2 May save the date Wine Tasting Village Hall

Saturday 13 June save the date Barn Dance Village Hall
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Dear All,   

Spring still feels like a long way away, but there 
are small signs of movement, with snowdrops 
making an apperarance, even if spied through 
relentless rain.  The calendar is stuffed with 
things to entertain you all in the coming months, 
do take a look and save the dates, make your 
bookings and get your tickets.
There is lots of spring cleaning in action, with 
the Villages Clean up scheduled for March 14 
- do get involved, and enjoy the bacon butties 
afterwards.
There is still just time to get a ticket for the 
pantomime  at the end of the end of January.
The ever popular farmers’ market returns 
on February 22nd, do pop in to see their 
new producers this month as well as the old 
favourites. 
The pudding evening in Winterbourne looks like 
it could be fun for the sweet of tooth.

There were a few of us who were fortunate 
enough to be out and about the other day and 

managed to see the northern lights right here in 
the village.  It was the first time I’d seen them 
and it was certainly a great show.  A couple of 
my photographs reproduced below. 
For those of you reading the printed version 
and  not able to see the colours, do look at the 
electronic version on line, see address below.  

Liz 

Useful Website Addresses:
Broad Hinton Village Hall:	 broadhinton.org.uk
Parish Council: 		  bhwbparishcouncil.org.uk
Cricket Club:			  whitehorsecricketclub.co.uk
School:			   broadhintonschool.org
Wiltshire Council:		  wiltshire.gov.uk
Churches:			   kennet8.org.uk

Advertising Rates:
A4 page			   £30
Half an A4 page 		  £20
Quarter page 			   £15
3 months for 2	
Sponsorship 			   £25 

Please email copy to the Please email copy to the Editor Liz Moakes Editor Liz Moakes atat  
3villageslocalnews@gmail.com3villageslocalnews@gmail.com, or phone , or phone 
077761 88805. 077761 88805. 
For information regarding advertising please contact 
the Advertising Co-ordinator Steve Cutler at the 
same e-mail address 3villageslocalnews@gmail.
com or phone 07761 577998
Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz 
and and “ADVERT” for Steve making it easier for them 
to separate the messages thereby enabling them to 
respond more quickly to you. 

Items submitted to the Local News are considered 
for publication at the editor’s discretion and are 

assumed to be intended for publication unless 
otherwise stated.  Articles will only be printed 
anonymously if the editor is informed of the name 
of the author.  It is your responsibility to inform the 
editor if, for any reason, you do not wish your name to 
appear in the Local News and associated websites.  
An electronic version of this newsletter is available, 
along with many other things of local interest on the 
village hall website at www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-
villages/local-news  
If you would to be emailed a link to the pdf version of 
the local news every month,  please send us an email 
to be added to the mail out list. 

Copy Date
 The Copy date for the March copy of Local News will be 20th February 2026

mailto:%203villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%203villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:3villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:3villageslocalnews%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-villages/local-news   
http://www.broadhinton.org.uk/the-villages/local-news   
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Dates for our Heating System Replacement!
The heating system is due to be replaced by a new Air Source Heat Pump, funded largely from 
the Lottery Fund, but also generous contributions from Wiltshire Council Area Board and the 
Parish Council.

 
The start date for the project will be 9th February. It could take up to two weeks but our contractor, 
Wiltshire Electrical Contractors, are hoping to be finished in seven working days. Because we’re 
unsure of the duration, the main hall will be closed from Monday 9th – Friday 20th February. The 
Post Office will still run on the Tuesdays of 10th and 17th as it’s in the John Hutchings room and 
we can provide supplementary heating there.

We’ll also be installing a battery to store power we generate from our solar panels, which will help 
reduce our power bills by around £2,500/year so a payback period of approximately five years.

Future Events
Please tell us what events you’d like the trustee team to organise this year. Some ideas we’ve 
had are:
•	 May – Wine Tasting
•	 Summer – Hackpen Beer and Gin Festival, showcasing Wiltshire breweries
•	 Oktoberfest with an Oompah Band
•	 Christmas Party - 5th December (the caterer is already booked for this)
We want to concentrate our energies on a few events, rather than many. As you’ll appreciate, 
each event demands a lot of work from the trustees and our willing band of volunteers. So let us 
know what you think!
Speak to:
Nick Moakes 07918 630712
Mark Miller 07830 395605
Or email us on villagehall@broadhinton.org.uk

VILLAGE HALL VILLAGE HALL 
FEBRUARY NEWSFEBRUARY NEWS
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On the Village Hall Trustee Team?
Keeping our Village Hall at the heart of the community are:

Nick Moakes - Chair
Mark Miller - Vice-Chair
Kate Nye - Treasurer
Kate Marshall - Secretary
Sue Robinson - Hiring admin.
Sarah Kromer - Charity Commission contact
Adam Gilmore - Parish Council rep trustee

Do chat with us at any time or email us on villagehall@broadhinton.org.uk 

February Hirings
This is so everyone knows when the car park is needed and when residents can expect people 
going in and out of BHVH. These times include set up time, not necessarily the start or end 
times of the event.
Sunday 1st Panto clear-up 10am-12 noon
Sunday 8th Lung Busters running group 8am-2pm
Monday 9th – Friday 20th Main Hall closed for heating replacement
Saturday 21st 1st birthday party approx. 60 guests. 11:30am-4pm
Sunday 22nd Farmers Market 10am-1:30pm (actual event times 11am-1pm)

January 300 Club Winners
£50	 295 Kirsty Frior
£25	 229 Brian Butler
£20	 190 Chris O’Neill
£20	 60   Claire Ferrão
£10	 188 Alexis Hammer

	 Like us on Facebook Broad Hinton Village Hall

www.broadhinton.org.uk
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Welcome to our � rst new 
look newsletter from Broad 
Hinton and Winterbourne 
Bassett Parish Council.
Our wonderful villages 
continue to thrive thanks 
to the commitment, care, 
and community spirit of our 
residents.
In the coming months we 
plan to share details about 
some of the work that we do 
and some of the plans that we 
have as a Council. We would 
also like to introduce you to 
your Councillors.
The Parish Council is focused 
on listening to local voices, 
supporting village life, and 
addressing the issues that 
matter most to you. From 
keeping you safe, maintaining 
our shared spaces and to 
planning for the future, we are 
working together to protect 
what makes our parish special 
while embracing positive 
change.
Thank you to everyone who 
gives their time, ideas, and 
support. We look forward 
to another active and 
constructive year ahead for 
our community and hope that 
you enjoy this � rst edition.

Adrian Smith, Chair

Local Heroes

Local Councillors Ade Rudler 
and Tony Iles stepped in to 
rescue and repair the broken 
� ngerpost at the end of Post 
Of� ce Lane.  It looks great 
again now.  Thanks very much.

• Our Neighbourhood 
plan has gone to 
Regulation 16, � nal date 
for comments is 16th 
February

• New Planning 
Applications are to be  
shown on the Parish 
Council website

• Village Clean Up date is 
set for March 14th. Please 
take part

• Parish Council has 
agreed to give £2,500 
funding towards 
replacing village Hall 
heating

• Our thanks for many 
years of hard work on 
the Council goes to Jim 
Gunter who has stepped 
down

• Co-option of new 
Councillor under way

The Parish Council after their last meeting: Damian Le Gresley, 
Candace Gaisford, Ade Rudler, Peter Barry, Tony Iles, Adrian 
Smith, Liz Moakes and Adam Gilmore, not pictured Louise Skillen.

Parish Council NewsParish Council News

Broad Hinton and Winterbourne Bassett Parish Council

Chairman’s 
Introduction

Headline News
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Flower Arranging Workshop

Learn the Art of Floral Design with Gemma from 
Nightingale Florists

Date: Thursday, 12th March
Time: 19:00
Venue: St Peter’s Broad Hinton (to be confirmed)

What You'll Learn

•  Create a moss base
•  Wire different flowers
•  Use of tape in arrangements
•  Secure oasis in a plastic tray

Make a posy decoration to take home for 
Mothering Sunday
Cost: £50 (includes all materials)
Reserve your place and enjoy a creative evening. 
Perfect for all skill levels!
Please email gill.crabtree1@gmail.com or 
telephone 07774 424125 Deadline 5ᵗʰ March
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VILLAGESVILLAGES
CLEAN UP DAYCLEAN UP DAY  

14th MARCH   9.30am

High vis bibs, litter pickers and bags provided
Bring your own gloves

Meet at The Crown or The Winterbourne, 
or at Mulberry House in Uffcott

Bacon butties for everyone who helps!
Help us to keep our villages and the countryside clean and 

safe for ourselves and wildlife.
For more information please contact 

Damian Le Gresley in Winterbourne Bassett, damian.legresley@bhwbparishcouncil.org.uk
Louise Skillen in Broad Hinton, louise.skillen@bhwbparishcouncil.org.uk 

and Adam Gilmore for Uffcott, adam.gilmore@bhwbparishcouncil.org.uk
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Farmers’ Market & Community Shop-Café News
from White Horse Community Shop & Café Group

Farmers’ Markets at Broad Hinton Village Hall return on Sunday 22nd February 11am – 1pm.
The community shop-café steering group have been working hard to maintain a strong line-
up of stalls into 2026 and beyond. We are delighted to be welcoming Pipp & Co. and their 
delectable doughnuts for the first time in February. Grove Farm Stitchcombe the butchers, and 
Pete’s MicroBakery will be back, along with our new “candlestick makers,” Harts Hill Honey, who 
had a lovely display at our autumn event. 
Another addition will be Roger the Veg Man, who spotted the Village Hall’s Christmas market 
advertising while driving by and got in touch – his wares include seasonal greengrocery, and 
cheese… 
Pat & David Salter will be with us for your pickles and preserves, and do bring your empty 
cleaning, toiletry and laundry containers so Refill Station can top you up with eco-friendly 
products, (spares are usually available, just ask.)

Amy Levin Chocolatier will have that incredible chocolate, and for those of you who just can’t 
resist a bag of sweets, Sugar Garden Boutique are returning.  And not forgetting our furry friends, 
they’ll once again have their very own natural treats selection from Bolts’ Deli.

Work towards new café & shop facilities in Broad Hinton continues.
Though much of the group’s focus last year was on delivering good market events consistently, 
our ambition is still shop and café amenities being available much more frequently. We intend to 
make progress on this bigger objective in 2026 using our learnings from organising the markets 
and the relationships we’ve built. Watch this space… 

Lastly, we are very pleased to welcome David Conroy back to the team, a great boost after we 
had to let Alex La Roche go off on her travels last year. David is a former publican, and has retail 
and other business and volunteering experience - best suited to coffee duty… 

See you at the Farmers’ Market, Sunday 22nd February, 11am-1pm, Broad Hinton Village Hall!

 
Claire, Tasha, Adam, Nick, Paul & David

whitehorse.communityshop@gmail.com 

http://whitehorse.communityshop@gmail.com 
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BROAD HINTON 
YOUTH CLUB

Come and join our youth club! 

We meet every Friday from 7:00pm 
until 9:00pm during term-time in 
Broad Hinton Village Hall. The club is 
for 10-14 year olds and the cost is £3 
per session (plus tuck shop money!)
  
New members are always very 
welcome.  We have table tennis, 
table football, a snooker table, an 
indoor net for badminton or volley 
ball, a PS4, a Wii and an Xbox, as well 
as a tuck shop. 
  
We sometimes have other activities 
such as art and craft or different 
sports. During the summer months 
we have use of the school field behind 
the village hall for outdoor activities. 

Please visit our webpage on the 
Broad Hinton Village Hall website: 
https://broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/
youth-club/ 
and for more information please 
email  bhyouthclub23@gmail.com

Coffee Shop Manager 
(Part-Time)

Mustard Seed, Marlborough
We are looking for a warm and capable 
Coffee Shop Manager to lead the café 
within our small Christian bookshop in 
Marlborough. The role is for 18 hours a 
week (including at least 2x6 hr days behind 
the counter).
The successful applicant will be in 
sympathy with the Christian ethos of 
the bookshop and enjoy welcoming and 
serving the local community. As well as 
food and drink preparation, responsibilities 
include overseeing food safety and hygiene, 
managing a small dedicated team, and 
organising stock and supplies.
This is a wonderful opportunity for someone 
who loves hospitality, community, and 
creating a friendly, welcoming space. 
Interviews 2nd week February; Applications 
in by Wednesday 3rd Feb. 
For further details contact Rachel 
mustardseedmarlborough@yahoo.co.uk 
or collect from Mustard Seed, Waitrose Car 
Park, Marlborough.
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BROAD HINTON 
VILLAGE HALL

COFFEE MORNINGS
EVERY TUESDAY FROM

 10am to 12 Noon

A mug of real coffee and a piece of 
homemade cake will only cost you £3!! if 
you come along to the Village Hall Coffee 
Mornings on Tuesdays between 10am and 
noon.  Pop in for a mid-morning break if 
you work from home or stay for longer and 
have a chat.
The first Coffee Morning was in the summer 
of 2009 and to date £51,942 has been 
raised and shared between the Church and 
the Village Hall.  The mobile Post Office is 
also open from 9 to 12 on Tuesdays in the 
Meeting Room.

Andy & Jo McCombe
Geoff & Marilyn Martin

A message from 
Lisa and Neil Couling

Lisa & Neil Couling would like to share the 
sad news of the passing of Nigel Couling 
on Christmas Day. Carol passed away in 
December 2023, after spending the last 
few years of their lives in Cornwall to be 
closer to family. 
‘We all loved Village life  in Broad Hinton as 
a family in the mid Seventies until we left 
for a move to Wales in 1996. We all have 
very fond memories, friends & we have so 
much to be grateful for as we reflect on our 
childhood & lives in those early years in 
Broad Hinton.’

CAN YOU HELP?

We need some extra help, again about two 
or three times a year, to sweep, dust or 
polish and tidy the church.  

We alos need some occasional help with 
Church, perhaps two or three times a year.  
You don’t need to be an expert flower 
arranger, just some flowers in a vase will 
be fine.  It’ll make you smile.

If you can offer help, please contact 
Marjorie Sykes on 07762 109430/ 731471, 
or Gill Crabtree – 07774 424125/ 731627

A Village Education

The history of East Kennett school
and

The History of the School at Lockeridge
Copies available -  £5 each

Ruth Lamdin
ruth.lamdin@gmail.com

01672 861550
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CHRISTMAS 2025 
I would like to say a huge THANK YOU  to 
everyone who supported our Christmas 
2025 to help raise funds & highlight the 
amazing work our W&BAA &Team  does 
for us.

The grand total was a FANTASTIC  £ 4,741 : 
71 (production costs to be deducted)
This included cards, diaries, merchandise, 
very generous monetary donations & of 
course the Big Raffle, sadly we didn’t have 
any winners locally but in the Main Draw:
1st prize of £3,000 Mrs L  Beaven 	
of Trowbridge 
 2nd of £500  Mr Elliott of Chippenham 
 3rd of £100   Mr Ashman of Swindon 
+smaller prizes dotted about the County.    

Better luck next time 

Also a huge THANK YOU to the businesses 
& individuals who after many years continue 
to sell for us with such enthusiasm:
Kennet Pharmacy Marlborough, St.John 
Pharmacy Wroughton, Wroughton   Mobility,      
Rouses of RWB, The Winterbourne, and The 
Crown Inn. 
We welcomed the SPAR SHOP in Chiseldon 
this time .
Market days & Coffee mornings Wroughton, 
Broad Hinton & Bushton  ,we popped up 
everywhere! 
Sadly there was no Ellendune Chemist this 
time because of refurbishment.

Well done everyone ,with your support we’ll 
keep our W&B AA flying for us & continuing 
to do their life saving work . 
To find out more go to 
www.wiltshireairambulance.org.uk 
SPEED IS THEIR SUPER POWER
THANK YOU .
Have a great 2026
Julie ,Pat & Dave (Volunteers) 
 

THE RIDGEWAY LADIES

On Wednesday 7th January the ladies had 
their first meeting of the year.  Unfortunately  
due to inclement weather, many members 
were unable to attend the meeting.
The meeting started with the AGM.  Marilyn 
gave a resume of the events and speakers 
for 2025….a varied and enjoyable year.  The 
committee was re-elected and Val Phillips has 
joined the committee as the new treasurer. 
Once the AGM business was concluded it was 
coffee, quiz and chat time.  The quiz was a 
light hearted music quiz …the first line of the 
lyrics of popular songs to which the title of the 
song and artist had to be named.  Much quiet 
(and some not so quiet) singing by members 
attempting to recall the songs…..  One group 
amazingly named all ten songs and artists.  
The raffle was won by Beatrice and Jo.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th 
February at 7.30p in the village hall when 
Marie Brewer will be coming to talk about the 
Beckford Tower in Bath.  All ladies welcome…
come and join us.

Flower Arranging Workshop
Learn the Art of Floral Design with Gemma from 
Nightingale Florists

Date: Thursday, 12th March
Time: 19:00
Venue: St Peter’s Broad Hinton (to be confirmed)

What You'll Learn

•  Create a moss base
•  Wire different flowers
•  Use of tape in arrangements
•  Secure oasis in a plastic tray

Make a posy decoration to take home for Mothering 
Sunday
Cost: £50 (includes all materials)

Reserve your place and enjoy a creative evening. 
Perfect for all skill levels!

Please email gill.crabtree1@gmail.com or 
telephone 07774 424125 
Deadline 5ᵗʰ March
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Is your pile of ironing 

overwhelming you? 
If so, please give me call… 

Please contact Sue on 07722 571217, 
or email on; suequick38@btinternet.com 

 

 

• All ironing welcome… 
 

• Collection and 
Delivery Service 
available at a  
small extra  
charge if over 5 
mile radius of 
Broad Hinton. 

• Competitive hourly rate. 
• Serving areas surrounding Royal Wootton 

Bassett, Swindon, Wroughton, Marlborough, 
West Kennet. 

Your community, your event, 
help keep your local air 
ambulance flying.
Get in touch with our 
community team,  
for information on  
how we can help 
support your event.
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The Laurels Retreat, Broad Hinton, Directly 
opposite the Crown Pub

Self catering accommodation (one King Size and one sofa bed)

With 10% Discount when booked by residents of our 3 villages for their 
friends and family (call Kate 0789 979 5003)

Dog friendly with disabled access and secure parking for bikes and cars

Rated 9.8 (Exceptional ) on booking.com in 60 recent reviews
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Unlimited FREE veterinary consultations

Booster vaccinations

Discounts on retail products, food and any

prescribed flea & worming products 

Substantial discounts on our prescription charges 

Seasonal offers through our newsletters, plus much

more!

VIP ECO PLAN
Launching in 2026!

Protecting your pet,
your pocket and
the environment

Making Life Better

thameswoodvets.co.uk

Upper Kennet Churches 
Winter Crisis Appeal
Are you able to help?
Ten years ago, the Upper Kennet Churches 
launched a Winter Crisis Appeal Fund to 
help those who were experiencing short 
term financial problems.
Over that period, we have had many 
donations and we have been able to help 
a large number of families who were in 
desperate need.
This year, again, we would ask if you could 
make a donation if you are able to. 
If so, please give your donation to a church 
warden, or send a cheque to Upper Kennet 
Churches Office, St. Michael & All Angels 
Church, Church Hill, West Overton, SN8 
4ER; or BACS transfer using sort code 30-
92-63 (Lloyds Bank-Upper Kennet Churches 
Council) account 01498496 (ref: WCA).
Thank you.

Do you need help?
If you:
•	 live in one of the Upper Kennet Villages
•	 are worried about where the next meal is 
coming from
•	 have to choose between heating and 
eating
•	 are facing a sudden financial emergency
we might be able to assist with a week’s food 
supply, or fuel support, or just general advice.
Contact Rev’d Jonathan Poston on 01672 
560584, or a Lay Pastoral Assistant on 01672 
861786.  Your call will be treated in total 
confidence.
This is not a substitute for Social Benefits or 
the Food Bank.  It is a gesture from people who 
understand what you are experiencing.
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Draft Broad Hinton, Winterbourne Bassett and Uffcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (2025-2038)

 Regulation 16 Consultation

Wiltshire Council is currently consulting on the proposed the draft Broad Hinton, Winterbourne 
Bassett and Uffcott Neighbourhood Development Plan, which has been formally submitted by 
Broad Hinton and Winterbourne Bassett Parish Council.

The consultation starts on Monday 5th January 2026 and responses must be received no later 
than 5pm on Monday 16th February 2026.

Please be aware that all representations will be publicly available and may also appear on the 
Wiltshire Council website.

Further information including the submitted draft neighbourhood development plan and how 
to comment can be found online via http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-
consultations 

Where possible, please provide any comments using the Consultation Portal. Alternatively, 
an editable representation form can be downloaded from the Supporting Files section on the 
consultation portal, and completed forms can either be emailed to neighbourhoodplanning@
wiltshire.gov.uk or sent by post to:

Neighbourhood Planning 
Strategic Planning 
Wiltshire Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge
BA14 8JN

If you have no access to the internet and you wish to view the Draft Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, a copy can be sent to you on request by calling Neighbourhood Planning on 01225 713591 
or can be viewed at: 
•	 The Old Coffee House, Broad Hinton, Wiltshire, SN4 9PQ

•	 Village Hall, Yew Tree Lane, Broad Hinton, Wiltshire, SN4 9RH

.
Following this consultation, the comments received will be passed to an independent examiner, 
to be appointed by the council, who will consider the representations and recommend whether 
the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan should be put to a community referendum.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Neighbourhood Planning on Tel: 
01225 713591 or by email to neighbourhoodplanning@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Neighbourhood Plan Update
Wiltshire Council have sent the following notice about the consultation period. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-consultations
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-neighbourhood-consultations
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning%40wiltshire.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning%40wiltshire.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:%20neighbourhoodplanning%40wiltshire.gov.uk?subject=
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The Snowdrop

Many, many welcomes,
February fair-maid! 
Ever as of old time,
Solitary firstling,
Coming in the cold time,
Prophet of the gay time,
Prophet of the May time,
Prophet of the roses,
Many, many welcomes,
February fair-maid!
         
Lord Tennyson

I have just completed my first year living in 
Avebury as Rector of the Upper Kennet parishes. 
It has been a year of both extreme personal highs 
and personal challenges but it certainly hasn’t 
been boring! One big challenge was trying to get 
to know so many people all at once but it has been 
a pleasure to make lots of new friends.

Winter is by no means over but the promise 
of spring calls to our imaginations.  Nature’s 
message to us this month is encapsulated in the 
beautiful image of the delicate snowdrop.  Its 
determined spear-like shoots push their way up 
through the hard, cold earth while the delicate 
flowers shelter momentarily under a green hood 
before dropping their lamp-like buds, heads 
bowed, looking almost apologetic for blooming so 
early in the season.  Shy to proclaim their promise 
of new life arising out of the bone hard soil.  And 
yet fully aware of their prophetic role as they open 
their tiny trumpets of proclamation. 

This acknowledgement of new life is celebrated 
in the Christian church with Candlemas and the 
Presentation of the Christ Child, the baby Jesus, 

taken into the Temple for blessing.  The old 
faithful priest, Simeon, who has been waiting 
for this moment, proclaims and prophecies who 
this child is “a light to lighten the Gentiles (that’s 
all us ordinary folk of past, present and future) 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” Jesus begins 
small and sacred, like a snowdrop, but will 
embody the great powers of a season to come, 
that will transform us and the world forever.

Another figure that looms large at this time of 
year is Brigid.  Our local pagan friends celebrate 
her as a Celtic Goddess and hold their festivities 
of Imbolc on 1st February.  She is also celebrated 
as a Christian Saint – St Brigid of Kildare.  There 
is much folklore around her including the story 
that she had a vision and was transported to 
the scene of the nativity where she became the 
“Muime Chriosd” the foster mother of the Christ 
child. In another version Brigid or Bride was the 
daughter of poor pious parents, and the serving-
maid in the inn of Bethlehem before aiding Mary 
in the birth of Christ.   It is a season of new life 
coming into the world and needing to be held 
and protected and nurtured and blessed.

It’s a good time then to ask God to bless our 
new year as it slowly comes into being, full of 
promise and potential.  We sit with it held in our 
arms close to our heart and dream of what our 
new year may hold, full of promise. 

Every blessing
Jonathan – the Rector.   

View From The Rectory

Upper Kennet Churches-
Home Visits & Home Communion

Please contact the Church Office if you 
would like one of our Pastoral Team to 
come and visit you or if you cannot get to 
church and would like Home Communion.  
Telephone: 01672 861786
e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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Morning Prayer 
8.30-9am daily

 

Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the 

day in an atmosphere of quiet prayer and 

reflection with others, from the comfort of 

your own armchair. We are a small group who 

value this wonderful opportunity to gather 

ourselves for the day, to focus on what lies 

ahead and to enjoy silence together.

For more details, the service sheet and the 

zoom link, contact

Sibella Laing: 

01672 861600 or 

sibella.laing@outlook.com

Can you give yourself 25 minutes a fortnight?

Just to relax, turn off, and forget the trials 
and stresses of life, and everyday pressures, 
and to enjoy a time of peace, calm and silent 
reflection.

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at 
East Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm 
we hold a Taize meditation service: a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the 
silence and the peace by candlelight, with 
a background of occasional singing - often 
accompanied by guitar playing, plus a few 
words of wisdom and brief prayers – but 
mainly peace and calm.

No complicated service to follow, just peace 
and relaxation.

Put these dates in your diary and drop in to 
join us when you feel like it: 

 Wednesday 4th February 2026
Wednesday 18th February 2026

Wednesday 4th March 2026
	
Graham Kitchen, Jo Snape and Lindie White 

Flower and Cleaning Rotas for   
		  	 Flowers			   	 Cleaning
February 7 & 14						      Jane O’Neill & Marjorie Sykes
February 10 & 17	 Chris Horan and Jenny Clarke	
February 21 & 28	 Lent No Flowers			   John & Michael Haines

23-end
Romans 8.18-25
Matthew 6.25-end

15 February – Green
Sunday next before Lent
Exodus 24.12-end
Psalm 22 or 99
2 Peter 1.16-end
Matthew 17.1-9

22 February – Purple
1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2.15-17;3.1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5.12-19
Matthew 4.1-11

1 March – Purple
2nd Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12.1-4a
Psalm 121
Romans 4.1-5, 13-17
John 3.1-17

Readings for February 2026
1 February – Gold or White
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple
Candlemas
Malachi 3.1-5
Psalm 24 [1-6] 7-end
Hebrews 2 14-end
Luke 2.22-40

8 February – Green
2nd Sunday before Lent
Genesis 1.1-2.3
Psalm 136 or Psalm 136.1-9, 
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches
RECTOR:  REV’D JONATHAN POSTON	 01672 560584
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF 
Email:  jont.post@gmail.com
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Jonathan please telephone 
one of the churchwardens.
PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:	 Mrs Elizabeth Daley 07710 082308
							       Mr Roderick Palfrey 07799 221816
LICENSED LAY MINISTER (PTO)
Mrs Sibella Laing		  01672 861600		 sibella.laing@outlook.com
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mrs Claire Stiles		  01793 731620		 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mr Graham Kitchen 		  01672 861798		 graham@grahamkitchen.com
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS	
Mrs Claire Stiles		  01793 731620		 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mrs Alison Andre		  01672 539641 (also a Lay Pastoral Assistant)
Mrs Angharad Hughes 	 07771 615534
Mr Magnus Thompson
UPPER KENNET CHURCHES OFFICE:  01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
Anne Robinson & Sophie Roberts 
(Mon-Wed, 10am-1pm & Fri 11.30am – 2.30pm)
St Michael and All Angels Church, Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough SN8 4ER
Parish Website: www.kennet8.org.uk

CHURCHWARDENS 		  Mrs Maureen Dixon	 01672 539690
AVEBURY 			   Mrs Sandra Hues	 01672 539444    shues01@hotmail.com
				    Mrs Helen Vickers	 01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
BROAD HINTON 		  Mrs Gill Crabtree	 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
				    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick	 07778 175699    fitzpatrickrobert16@gmail.com
EAST KENNETT 		  Mr Graham Kitchen 	 01672 861798	   graham@grahamkitchen.com
				    Mrs Jo Snape		  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com
WEST OVERTON 		  Mrs Susan Rogers	 01672 861374	   sjrogers44@gmail.com
				    Mr Stuart Laing	 01672 861600	   stuart-laing@outlook.com
FYFIELD  please contact	 Vicky Evans		  01672 861622	   bixevans@gmail.com
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 	Ms Penny Gold 	 01672 539158	   goldpennygold@aol.com
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 	 Mrs Claire Stiles 	 01793 731620    c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
Co—lay Chairs:		  Simon Jones		  07768 008160	
				    Angharad Hughes	 07771 615534
PCC SECRETARY:		  Mr Peter Barry
LOCAL CHURCH COMMITTEES—SECRETARIES
AVEBURY			   Lindie White 		  01672 861864    lindiew@btinternet.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON  		  Sophie Roberts 	 01672 861786
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 	Mrs Jenny Scott	 01672 539104
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 	 Rose Barclay				       rosebarclay@gmail.com
BROAD HINTON 		  Mrs Liz Palfrey	  01793 731067   lizpalfrey@btinternet.com

MAGAZINES 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, 
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett:
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED 	 01672 861279 	 davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.
Final copy date 20th of each month.
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:
Editor:  Liz Moakes 						      07776 188805	3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
Final copy date 20th of each month, except December when it is 16th. 

mailto:upperkennetchurches%40gmail.com?subject=
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Notice Board

Upper Kennet Church Services - February 2026

Baptism
Anna Elizabeth Mitchell  	 Broad Hinton				   21st December 2025

Burial of Ashes
June Mary Durston 		  West Overton			   16th December 2025
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› Camera Survey
› Birds Nests Removed
› Fully Insured
› NCSSA Registered
› NVQ Qualified
› Friendly Local Service
› Cowls Fitted

seanoades@hotmail.com     www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk
Call Sean on 07881 206536

Plumbing & Property 
Maintenance Services

Paul Thrush

12 Home Ground, Woodshaw, Royal Wootton Bassett, Wilts SN4 8NB

Commercial & Domestic Plumbing
Heating Maintenance    Bathroom Suites / Shower Installation

Property Maintenance    Paint & Decorating

01793 848122 / 07784 869277
ptplumbing@yahoo.co.uk    pt-plumbing.co.uk

Free Quotations    No job too small    No call out fee i.n.electrical@hotmail.co.uk

Installation & 
Maintenance

07787 880000
Ian Norman

PAT Testing 
& Safety checks

OIL TANK NEED REPLACING?
Specialist Oil Tank Replacement
• Repairs & Maintenance Service
•
•  Oil, Derv & Water Tanks
•
• |Commercial|Agricultural

01672 841517
Email us on: info@kdtanksupplies.co.uk

Marlborough SN8 1SX
kdtanksupplies.co.uk

Family Business 
Est. Since 1987

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a 

wide, engaged audience eager to discover new 
products and services. 

With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain 
valuable visibility and connect directly with potential clients.

To book your placement today please contact us on
07776 188805

SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 

PFS Security Systems Ltd is a family- 
owned NSI Gold-approved security 
company serving the region since 1989. 

INTRUDER ALARMS 

CCTV & MONITORING 

ACCESS CONTROL 

MAINTENANCE 

CALL TODAY 01793 642 792 

STUNNING MARQUEES & ALL RELATED SERVICES 

 PRIVATE & CORPORATE EVENTS | TEMPORARY WAREHOUSING & RETAIL SPACE | FURNITURE HIRE | TEMPORARY ROADWAY 

www.coveredoccasions.co.uk  |  info@coveredoccasions.co.uk  | 01672 539539  |  Avenue Farm, Winterbourne Monkton SN4 9NW 
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01793 526780

Looking to grow your business? 
Advertise with us! Our magazine reaches a wide,  

engaged audience eager to discover new products and services. 
With prime advertising spaces available, you’ll gain valuable visibility 

and connect directly with potential clients.
To book your placement today please contact us on

07776 188805

r per
Adam Gilmore

Nick Moakes
Mark Wightman
Bridget and Mark Cooper
Adam Gilmore
Lixin Li 

Tel:  01793 731176  Mob: 07812 656 431
FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

Patios   • Decking
Fencing  •

Pruning   • Mowing
Hedge CuttingG

ROUNDS & GARDENS

Liz Moakes
Line
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