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Community Calendar 

Waste and Recycling collection days for September 

Copy Date 

The Copy date for the October 2020 issue of the Local News will be 20th September 2020. 

Please email copy to the Editor Liz Moakes at 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com, or phone 077761 88805.  
For information regarding advertising please contact the Advertising Co-ordinator Steve Cutler at the 
same e-mail address 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com or phone 07761 577998 
Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz and “ADVERT” for Steve making it easier for them to 
separate the messages thereby enabling them to respond more quickly to you.  
 

Items submitted to the Local News are considered for publication at the editor’s discretion and are assumed to be intended for 

publication unless otherwise stated.  Articles will only be printed anonymously if the editor is informed of the name of the author. 

It is your responsibility to inform the editor if, for any reason, you do not wish your name to appear in the Local 

News and associated websites.  

An electronic version of this newsletter if available, along with many other things of local interest 

on the village hall website at www.broadhinton.org.uk 

Notices 
Happy Birthday to the following pupils from Broad Hinton School who  

celebrate their Birthdays in September. 

Oxley Greener, Isaac Connolly, Agnes Drayson, Douglas Norman , Leoben 

Warrington-Gallienne, Isabella Malcolm, Max Langford, Tavis McPherson, 

Jack Horton, Max Malcolm, Sophie Jones, Max Philpott 

The council has allotted a different recycling collection day to Winterbourne, from Broad Hinton and 

Uffcott.  The three villages will continue to have household waste and green bins collected on the same 

day, but recycling is different as noted by the WB for Winterbourne Bassett.  Recycling centres have 

reopened but you will need to book in advance.  Please see the Wilts Council website. 

Sat 5th Sept 2020 Razors Edge sharpening at the Hall car park from 8.45am 

Sun 6th Sept 2020 Cream Tea and Bottle Stall at the Crown 3.30—4.30 

     

    Village Hall exercise classes have re-started 

     

Thu 3 Sep Garden Green Bin 

Fri 4 Sep WB Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Tue 8 Sep Household Waste Black Bin 

Mon 14 Sep Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Thu 17 Sep Garden Green Bin 

Fri 18 Sep WB Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Tue 22 Sep Household Waste Black bin 

Mon 28 Sep Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

mailto:3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
mailto:3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT                 

BECOMING A  PARISH  

COUNCILLOR TO  

REPRESENT YOUR LOCAL           

COMMUNITY AND MAKE A                     

DIFFERENCE? 

 BROAD HINTON  &  WINTERBOURNE         

BASSETT  PARISH  COUNCIL HAS  A                

VACANCY  

TO FIND OUT MORE  

PLEASE  CONTACT 

chairman ALEX LAROCHE 07974 398640 

OR 

 CLERK PETER BARRY 07860 407585 

YOUR      

VILLAGES 

NEED 

YOU! 
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Online Primary Tuition 

Are you concerned about the impact of 
COVID-19 on your child’s education? 

 

I am a local primary school teacher with over 15 years’ experience teaching every 
year group in KS1 and KS2.  I offer online tutoring* in Maths or English, with 
sessions competitively priced at £25 per hour, or £20 for 45 minutes.  

Tutoring sessions take place using the free, easy-to-use video communications 
app, ‘Zoom’, which can be installed on a laptop or tablet. In addition to our video 
call, your child will share my laptop screen to view engaging teaching materials, 
and we will work together on related activities using onscreen annotation. 

For a free trial lesson or further details, please contact Sarah Kromer via phone 
(0788 5519221) or email (mrssarahkromer@gmail.com). 
 

*Tutoring sessions could be switched from online to face-to-face, if preferred, 
at a future date (when it is safer to do so). 

 

mailto:mrssarahkromer@gmail.com
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Due to Coronavirus this has been 
rescheduled  

24th April 2021 
Broad Hinton  

Village Hall 
 

All ladies who have already 

paid will automatically have a 

place at this show. 
 
 

Contact Juanita Poulton for  

further information on  

01793 371158 or  
brian.poulton@openworld.com 

7.00 



The Broad Hinton, Uffcott and Winterbourne Bassett Local News  September 2020

5 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

SEPTEMBER NEWS 
 

 

 

Plans for re-opening 

We re-opened BHVH on Monday 17th August. Action with Communities in Rural 
England (ACRE) have been providing support for teams like ours who are responsible 
for community buildings. Using their guidance, we've completed a risk assessment and 
guidance information. 

 

Regular hirers such as fitness classes will be returning from that date. We're also able 
to take bookings for events of up to 30 people. We held the first face-to-face monthly 
committee meeting for some time in the main hall, carefully socially distanced around 
plenty of trestle tables. 

 

Fashion Show & Sale 

Hello to all you fashion conscious ladies who are booked to attend the fashion event in 
Broad Hinton Village Hall on 24th October. Many of you will already be questioning the 
wisdom of holding the event. The likelihood is that we would be allowed a maximum of 
30 people in the hall and a lot of ladies would feel uncomfortable with the situation. It 
just wouldn’t work. However, the good news is that we have been able to postpone the 
event until Saturday 24th April 2021. 

 

We were over subscribed for the original fashion show but assure you that those who 
have already booked and paid to attend will automatically have their place reserved for 
24th April 2021. Those of you who are unable to attend on that date may apply to me 
for a refund. Those of you who failed to gain a place last time may apply to go on the 
reserve list. It should be a fun evening and we hope it will be worth the wait! 

 

For queries, contact Juanita Poulton 01793 731158 or email  

brian.poulton@btopenworld.com 

 

BHVH Website Back Up and Running 

Because we don't need the Covid-19 section anymore, we'll be making some changes 
to the menus and how everything's displayed in the coming weeks. In addition, our 
security (SSL) certificate now in operation, so when you access the site you'll know it's 
secure. 

 

The website is edited and administered on behalf of all three villages, by the BHVH 
trustee committee. If you have any thoughts on content for the website or have specific 
articles or changes you'd like to see, please contact Kate Marshall 
villagehall@broadhinton.org.uk. She'll let you know about the best formats to send us 
information. 

Continued overleaf... 

mailto:brian.poulton@btopenworld.com
mailto:villagehall@broadhinton.org.uk
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More Parking at BHVH 

We'll be starting improvements to the front of BHVH on Tuesday 1st September. The 
existing planting and bank will be removed, to provide us with more parking spaces 
and a front garden which is easier to maintain. The work will be carried out by 
Donovan's who built the hall. At the end of August, please help yourself to any of the 
plants along the roadside in front of the handrail. 

 
AGM 

BHVH’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th September 2020 at 
7:30pm. Please come and join us in BHVH to see our review, hear plans for the future 
and ask questions. 

 
300 Club Winners 

£50 53 Caroline Fleming 

£25 218 Chris Horan 

£20 249 Adrian Rudler 

£20 281 Liz Moakes 

£10 1 Terry Thompson 

 
 
Like us on Facebook Broad Hinton Village Hall 

 
 
Follow us on Twitter @BH_VillageHall 

 
 
 
www.broadhinton.org.uk 

 

Broad Hinton Youth Club 
It is with regret that we have decided not to restart youth club in September. We cannot 
predict what is going to happen when the schools go back and we don’t want to put any-
one under any unnecessary increased risk. We apologise for any disappointment but we 
will review the situation toward the end of the year with a view to restarting in January 
2021. 
  
Looking ahead, we will definitely need more help with running the youth club in the future 
so please get in touch if you are at all interested – Bridget Cooper 07879 863019 
 
Thank you 
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75th ANNIVERSARY VICTORY over JAPAN 
DAY 

How Broad Hinton Recognised the date 
15th August 1945 

 
It was very rewarding that just over seventy villagers 
stood before the new flagpole in front of the Crown just 
before noon on Saturday,15th August, for a simple but 
solemn and respectful ceremony. 
 
The firm idea for this came very late, less than a week before and it is a huge credit to our village that 
it came together so successfully on the day.  A number of people deserve special credit. 
 
The catalyst has to be John Hutchings who without many people being aware, had bought and had 
erected the flagpole for the village.  Then of course Jason and Sally for readily agreeing for it to be 
erected so prominently at the Crown and on the day providing complimentary coffee and biscuits. 
 
Having initially thought that members of the church choir might attend and lead rest of us, at least for 
the singing the National Anthem, we swiftly appreciated that singing together even outside, was not 
advisable at present. 
 
So up steps Steve Cutler, well known in the village at fetes and plays for his equipment and expertise 
in providing music!  We are very grateful that Steve was able to deliver on the day with appropriate 
music before during and after the ceremony, including the National Anthem after one minute silence.  
 
The village has a number of Military personnel who kindly agreed to attend wearing  military attire 
including medals, providing a reminder of all the forces involved in wars  and in particular this one, 
The Far East War or Burma Champaign as it was known. 
 
With his military background as a former RAF officer, Brian Poulton had offered to lead the memorial, 
and started with a poignant and thought provoking report important role of the Forgotten or Lost Ar-
my of the Far East  leading up to VJ Day.  Brian was able to include the well-known military quotations 
starting “They shall not grow old....” and “When you go home, tell them of us.......” as well as the Ko-
hima Epitaph  
 
Promoting and advertising the event so late was a challenge but necessary. 
Kate Marshall provided valuable support through her village social medium outlets and others 
“forwarded” emails with basic details around our community.  My apologies to those who may have 
attended had they heard of it in time. 
 
On the day, the weather forecast was not good, so Chris O’Neill kindly organised a tent on the day at 
short notice that was successful in keeping the rain away!  Steve Cutler had arranged for his music to 
be played from the boot of his car as a precaution!  But the weather was kind when it mattered which 
certainly helped proceedings. 
 
It was not a long ceremony but caught the mood as we had hoped.  Seventy-five years ago is certainly 
a long time but it is interesting and rewarding to have spoken to people before and after this event, 
who had very close relatives who were in some way involved.  We must always remember them all 
and be sure younger generations are informed and encouraged to remember too. 
 
Mark Wightman 
August 2020 
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This is a private reflection.  Last week we respectfully commemorated VJ Day, 
the formal cessation of World War 2 hostilities seventy-five years ago.  Men, 
women and children were still at war in the Far East months after VE Day was 
declared and celebrated in Europe. We have relative peace now. We honoured 
all who played their part.  We rightly venerate the wisdom and valour of the few 
souls who are still here to bring alive what this war entailed.  

We all have a degree of familiarity with our capacity for 
inhumanity.  Fortunately, most of us can form perspectives in relative comfort 

and safety, from conversations, stories, documentaries, books, and the media; detached from 
the fog.  For many of those we remember however, it is a gut-wrenchingly horrific and perilous 
experience; perpetually dread-laden, and shocking beyond numbness. It invades sleep with 
nightmares, and it indelibly scars minds, behaviours, and bodies right to the very end. For 
others it is the forlorn helplessness of not knowing the fate of loved ones or when the next 
brutal event will occur. 

The numbers affected are huge. Millions died, millions were injured, millions lost their means of 
living, and millions of families lost members.  One bare statistic from just this geography 
signposts the carnage: in hostilities between 1937 and 1945, over 20,000,000 Chinese people 
perished. 

I bear a thought for the hundreds of thousands of combatants from around the globe who 
fought on behalf of nations they knew nothing about, against enemies with different values and 
moral codes,  yet who showed unstinting loyalty and breath-taking bravery for what they 
believed to be a just  cause. 

I bear a thought for those non-combatants who had their lands and people ravaged, exploited 
and exhausted first by one set of combatants, then by the other – for different reasons of 
course, but with the same effects.   

I bear a thought for those whose sacrifices are not always heralded.  They include those who 
were left behind and never found,  those who had to wait for years before reaching home, 
those who were coerced into involvement or forced to sustain war on their lands and in their 
waters, those who through no fault of their own still feel collective shame, and those who 
succumbed to climate, the land and disease.   

My closing thought is that to remember, memorialise, and learn lessons helps to firmly shut the 
door to wanton aggression.  We have it in our hands to try and ensure that such tremendous 
sacrifices were not in vain.  

Lou Mahanty 

A little story, which I was prompted to tell by the announcement by Mark 
Wightman of the gathering around the new flagpole on 15 August outside 
The Crown for the Victory over Japan celebration.  Mark has encouraged me 
to share it in our village magazine. 
 
My parents were married in October 1945 in Jerusalem Cathedral as Dad, 
who was based in Cairo, was destined to fly to Japan and they thought, if 
they were not married, Mum wouldn't be able to get any information about 
what happened to him.  However, he didn't have to go in the end! 
 
Mum was a Red Cross nurse and welfare officer, working in the hospital in Cairo, and also 
looking after Yugoslav refugees in the desert where Montgomery had his barracks!    (The 
Egyptians didn't mind having the refugees, as long as they were well out of the way.)   Of 
course, my parents met at the hospital where my father was being cared for by my mother. 
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All their wedding presents and luggage were blown up on a train they were supposed to be 
on to start their honeymoon, but fortunately they received intelligence beforehand and did 
not travel themselves or I wouldn't be here!! 
 
They subsequently enjoyed their honeymoon in Kyrenia, northern Cyprus.  Coincidentally, 
the Governor of the island at the time bore the same surname as my father.  When they 
went to the cinema one evening, and it was discovered their name, the film was started at 
the beginning again in their honour!   They were, of course, very amused, as obviously no 
relation to the Governor! 
 
The best stories have happy endings, and they lived happily ever after - long enough to 
celebrate their Diamond wedding anniversary with plenty of stories to tell! 
 
Alex Whomes 

BOB – A JAPANESE PRISONER OF WAR 

 

On Saturday 15th August 2020, members of the village gathered at The Crown 

to remember Victory over Japan (VJ) day; VJ day is generally not 

remembered formally and there is a feeling that the conflict in the Far East of 

World War II was too far away.  To many of those involved in the war in 

Japan and the Far East, the conflict has never been properly recognised and is considered by 

many who were there to have been forgotten. This article is my attempt to bring a little life 

to VJ Day and to bring it a little closer to home! 

 

During WWII, the Japanese Armed Forces captured nearly 140,000 Allied military personnel 

(Australia, Canada, Great Britain, India, Netherlands, New Zealand, and the United States) in 

the Southeast Asia and Pacific areas. They were forced to engage in the hard labour of 

constructing railways, roads, airfields, etc. to be used by the Japanese Armed Forces in the 

occupied areas. About 36,000, including Gunner (Gnr) John Robert McCartney (more about 

him later) were transported to the Japanese Mainland to supplement the shortage of the 

work force, and compelled to work at the coal mines, mines, shipyards, munitions factories, 

etc. By the time, the War was over a total of more than 30,000 Prisoners of War (POW) had 

died from starvation, diseases, and mistreatment both within and outside of the Japanese 

Mainland. 

 

Gnr John Robert McCartney, known to his family and friends as Bob McCartney was a soldier 

from Kirkcaldy in Scotland.  He was born on 17th July 1920 and joined the Royal Artillery at 

18, enlisting at Woolwich.  After his basic training young Bob McCartney was posted to Hong 

Kong where he arrived early in 1940, he was now 19 years of age.  The War in Europe was in 

full swing and Allied soldiers had just been evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk between 

27th May and 4th June 1940. 
 

Bob was carrying out his normal duties and found himself posted to the field hospital in 
Happy Valley in Hong Kong. On Christmas Day 1941 the unthinkable happened, and at 20 
years of age Bob was captured by the Japanese. However, in the confusion of battle, Bob was 
reported to his family and the War Office Casualty Section as Missing and his family were 
obviously concerned; it was some months later he was confirmed as a captured POW.  
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The Battle of Hong Kong (8th to 25th December 1941), also known as the Defence of Hong 
Kong and the Fall of Hong Kong, was one of the first battles of the Pacific War in WW2.  On the 
same morning as the attack on Pearl Harbour, forces of the Empire of Japan attacked the 
British Crown colony of Hong Kong. The attack was in violation of international law as Japan had 
not declared war against the British Empire. The occupation lasted for three years and eight 
months until Japan surrendered at the end of Second World War. 

After several months as a Japanese POW, Bob was moved to Kinkaseki POW Camp #1 in Taiwan, 

which later became known as one of the notorious ‘hell-camps’ of Taiwan.  Bob was forced to 

slave in the copper mine at the rear of the camp and was subjected to the most inhumane 

treatment imaginable. There was little medicine, even less food and disease was prevalent, 

including Dysentery, Beri Beri, Ulcers and Malaria amongst others.  

Bob got pretty fed up with this; the last straw and with no real food, Bob and a couple of mates 

were forced by the Japanese guards to eat the camp pet dog, ‘Barney’.  Bob and his two mates 

escaped from Kinkaseki and were sheltered by a Chinese family about 4 miles from the camp.  

Finally, after a few days and fearing for their own lives the family reported Bob and his mates to 

the Japanese.  They were forced back to the ‘Hell-Camp’, beaten and placed into solitary 

confinement, which was a hole in the ground for over 3 weeks.  Having been labelled a 

troublemaker Bob was moved to a POW camp in Japan.  The official name for Bob’s new digs 

was Osaka POW Camp #1.  Daily life was harsh in the camp and it was simply a daily and hourly 

battle to survive.  Bob’s weight plummeted to 89lbs (6.35 stones) and he was also suffering 

from heavy bouts of malaria.  This drudgery and sheer hell continued until Bob and 358 other 

POWs were liberated on 2nd September 1945, it was on this day the Japanese surrendered to 

the Allied forces, even though Victory over Japan was 18 days earlier. 
 

John Robert McCartney was a Japanese Prisoner of War for 3 years and 8 months.  He did not 

speak much about his time as a POW, but what you have just read are first hand snippets picked 

up over the years.  For some though, including Bob’s family the war in Japan has had a life-long 

effect. There was no real recognition of his time as a POW, there was no PTSD treatment to help 

Bob, there were no specific medals or parades; he did however, receive a letter from the War 

Office stating that he should not talk about his experiences or share information about his time 

as a POW!  
 

Bob came home and had to endure the horrors and inhumanity inflicted on him in the POW 

camps alone.  Bob battled and fought his demons for many years and suffered from frequent 

bouts of malaria, however, he was never the same as that young 19-year-old who joined the 

Army full of hopes and dreams of defending his country. 
 

You see Bob tragically died in 1994, it is therefore left to people like us, people who attended 

the VJ Day memorial in a small village in Wiltshire some 75 years later, standing at the flagpole 

outside The Crown to remember – reading Bob’s small vignette is why it is important for us all 

to remember.   
 

How do I know this stuff about Bob?  He was my Dad and I am his immensely proud Daughter! 

Jeannie McLeod 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Hong_Kong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrender_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
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THE CHURCH AND THE CROWN ARE JOINING FORCES TO RAISE MONEY 

FOR CHURCH FUNDS 

 

 

COME AND ENJOY A CREAM TEA AT THE CROWN  

ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH AT 3.30 UNTIL 4.30 

 

 

 

A TRADITIONAL CREAM TEA AND A CUP OF TEA 

FOR TWO £10 

PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE BY MONDAY 31ST AUGUST 
FROM SALLY AT THE CROWN 01793 731302 

FOR EITHER A TAKEAWAY OR BOOK A GARDEN TABLE  
(WEATHER PERMITTING) 

 

 

 

 

As we are unable to hold the fete this year - 

WE WILL ALSO BE RUNNING A BOTTLE STALL  

£1 FOR 5 TICKETS 

 

PLEASE BRING COINS WITH YOU AS COVID RESTRICTIONS MEAN THAT WE 

WON’T BE ABLE TO PROVIDE CHANGE. 
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WE ARE HOLDING OUR USUAL FETE BOTTLE STALL AT 

THE CREAM TEA EVENT AT THE CROWN ON SUNDAY 6TH 

SEPTEMBER AT 3.30 pm 
 

We are appealing for donations for the bottle stall, and would be 

very grateful if you could drop them off at either John and Jane 

O’Neill’s (26 Pitchens End) or at Gill Crabtree’s (29 Pitchens End)  
 

WE WILL HAVE TO RUN IT THIS YEAR WITH COVID RE-

STRICTIONS VERY MUCH IN MIND, AND SO PLEASE BRING 

LOTS OF SMALL CHANGE (£1 FOR 5 TICKETS), AS WE 

WON’T BE ABLE TO GIVE ANY CHANGE 
 

Thank you 

Gill Crabtree & Robert Fitzpatrick 

Your Churchwardens 

(Raising funds for the church) 

Wroughton Country Market – August  2020 

The market has now enjoyed a very successful summer period,  trading from the  temporary location 
at Willowbrook Gardens. Thank you to Wroughton Parish Council for allowing this. 

We are fully in Harvest season for our fruit and veg growers and the bountiful, fresh produce has 
been snapped up at the weekly markets. The producers also use some of what’s grown to make jams 
and chutneys, which will be available to buy through the market. Anyone for Raspberry & Redcurrant 
jam? Yum! 

An unexpected top seller this year has been the ‘Facemask’ our skilled needlewomen have been 
working hard to keep up with demand for them and have produced them in varying sizes, Adult, Teen 
and child and in a rainbow of colours and patterns. With the Government guidelines for us to 
continue to wear them in all enclosed locations, I’m sure they will be with us for a while yet, so you 
can expect to see some autumn and winter  fabric choices available soon. 

We now have a Baking order form (which will change slightly each week dependent on ingredient 
and producer availability) but if you enjoy our homebaked treats, then place your order by Tuesday 
6pm and it will be ready for you to collect at that weeks Friday market. 

Do have a look through the photos on our Facebook page and if there is something you were thinking 
of as a treat for yourself or a bespoke gift for a future special birthday (or even for Christmas!) then 
please get in touch and we will put you in touch with the producer. 

On Facebook look for the Wroughton Country Market page that you can then ‘Like‘ the page and 
keep up to date with our Wednesday & Friday Market posts, you will find the Baking order form here 
too. 

If you do Twitter and Instagram search for Wroughton Country Market to keep up to date. 

To get in touch Phone - Tina Grice Market Chair on 01793 638240 or message us via the Facebook 
page. 

Jane Beaumont 
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Shop Phone Number:  01672 539200 

 
Revised Opening Hours 10am – 4pm every day 

 
Shop opening hours 
We are continuing to open 10am – 4pm every day.   We have had to reduce our 
hours as a number of our volunteers are unable to help during the pandemic. 
We are keeping our opening hours under review.    
 
Nomination for Best Village Shop in Wiltshire Village of the Year 
We were delighted to have been shortlisted for the Wiltshire village shop of the 
year award (one of only three shops to be shortlisted).   Thank you so much for 
everyone who has voted for us.   Thank you so much to all of our volunteers and 
staff who have made our little shop such a lovely friendly place to shop. 
 
Thank you  
From everyone in the community we would like to thank all our volunteers and 
staff for keeping the shop open during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thank you to all the new volunteers who have come forward to help the shop 
recently.   We are still looking for new volunteers.   If you would like to help, 
please contact the shop on 01672 539200. 
 
Keeping Everyone Safe 
We have a range of equipment in the shop to protect our volunteers, staff and 
customers   We have a plastic screen in front of the till.   We have hand gel, 
disposable gloves, and plastic visors for use by our volunteers. 
We are limiting the number of customers in the shop to one customer or small 
family group at a time. 
 
Meet the Team 

Tim has been helping at the shop since 2015.   He 
started volunteering in the shop because he wanted to 
meet people after moving into the area.    His favourite 
products are ginger wine and Sumbler’s pasties.   Like 
many of our volunteers, Tim has had to take a break from 
serving in the shop during Covid because he is shielding.    
He is itching to get back to the shop and hopes to return 
to serving in the shop in October.   In the meantime, he 

has been helping behind the scenes with stocking the shelves and deliveries. 
 
Extension of Free Delivery Service 
Avebury Community shop will be providing a FREE delivery service of food and other 
essentials to anyone in our community who is in self isolation due to the Coronavirus.   
This is an extension of the service we already provide to the elderly and others in our 
community who are unable to get to the shop. 

Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a delivery.    We would prefer payment by card, 
but can accept cash on delivery if necessary. 

 

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 
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Upper Kennet Churches 
 

 

Harvest 
Festival 
Services 

 

 

 

Avebury     6 September   9.45 am 

(Holy Communion) 

 

West Overton    20 September   9.45 am 

(Holy Communion) 

  

Broad Hinton    27 September   9.45 am 

(Holy Communion) 

 

East Kennett    27 September   6 pm 

(Evening Prayer) 

 
 

Food donations are urgently needed for the Trussell Trust and 
you are welcome to bring bagged items to the Harvest services.  

Alternatively, the Trust are accepting online donations. 
 

All are very welcome!  
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The APCM is an important occasion in the life of a parish. It is when we 

elect churchwardens and members of the Parochial Church Council for the 

coming year, and when we give an account to one another for our steward-

ship of the church. It provides a snapshot of the life of our community, 

which is part of a continuum of faith stretching back to the earliest gather-

ings for worship in our villages and in a wider sense  back to Christ him-

self. 

We usually hold these meetings in April, however the Bishop has extended 

the deadline for the completion of meetings and we may now meet for 

these IN CHURCH, as long as social distancing and other regulations are 

followed.  

The APCM dates for the Upper Kennet Churches are as follows  

 

West Overton East Kennett Fyfield Parish 

 APCM on  Tuesday 15thth September in West Overton Church 7pm 

St Mary Magdalene Winterbourne  Monkton with St Nicholas Berwick Bassett  

APCM  Wednesday  16th September 7 pm in Church  

St James AVEBURY  

 APCM Thursday  17th  7 pm in Church   

St Peter ad Vincula Broad Hinton  

APCM  Monday 28th September in Church 7.30pm   

St Katherine and St Peter Winterbourne Bassett 

APCM Monday  5th October 7 pm  in Church 

 

All welcome 

Rev Maria Shepherdson 
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View from the Rectory 

 

Lost In Translation      

 

How many of you have seen a wonderful You Tube tribute to the Two Ronnies called ‘My 

Blackberry’s not working’? If you have then the images above will make sense to you, If not, 

follow the link at the end of this article!  Enjoy. Everybody thinks they know what a blackberry 

and an orange look like…until they don’t.  For some, September is blackberry picking time, not 

ordering a replacement mobile phone online!  Orange is a fruit not a network.  Standing on 

Windmill Hill, surrounded by giant stacks of baled straw, I found myself wondering at the 

Autumnal feel and how much things have changed- in fact what we have lost in translation -

since the start of 2020.  

Self-isolation, social distancing, the new normal, lockdown, zoom, webex, furlough and 

bubbles – just some of the words we have learned to use and understand differently in these 

past few months. There are others that will have particular relevance for you- restricted 

numbers, shielding, and capacity are three that spring to mind for me – all related to the 

catastrophic impact of the virus on bereaved families and the relatives and friends of the sick 

and those in care homes. I have found that the people who have spoken to me about the new 

meaning of old familiar have fallen into two camps and I wonder if there is something being 

lost in translation largely to do with perception and attitude. 

No-one likes the idea of a new normal for instance yet those who are embracing the idea of 

getting used to things fluctuating and changing see  the ever morphing ‘new normal’ as a 

chance to help others, reflect on what is precious and life enhancing and do a good clear out 

of the unwanted and unnecessary parts of the old normal.  There is a profound sense that this 

year has been one where we have been forced to evaluate what matters and pull together in a 

deeper and more generous way than ever before.  To question what  makes us human, what 

gives that life meaning and purpose and ultimately, how we can change the old normal, and 

the new normal, so it becomes something else entirely- a reset button for humanity and all 

creation that could lead to fairness and equality and sharing as never before experienced.  

What we choose to do matters when a change comes along in the form of a lifting or 

imposition of a restriction. Much of what comes lacks clarity and we are tempted to lose the 

central message in individual translation of the rules. The central message is a simple one – 

DO this to care for others.  Avoid the hasty leap to a conclusion when you spot someone 

remove their face covering, recognise the tiredness that is overtaking so many in the 

unanswered question of ‘when will this end?’ and think about what you miss and why, and 

what you would happily do without from here on in. 

Rev Maria Shepherdson 

To view the sketch noted above, search for The One Ronnie Blackberry Sketch into your search 

engine—thoroughly recommended. 
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Back to church - what to expect 
Your health is of paramount importance, and we have followed regulations and made some 
changes within the churches.  The government also requires a COVID-19 risk assessment to be 
carried out for every building and site open to the public, which we have done. 
 

As you enter, you will notice: 
 

• Hand sanitiser will be available for use as you arrive and leave. 
• Church doors will be open and where applicable the pew doors will be open, welcoming you 
to sit or kneel for prayer, using alternate pews in order to comply with social distancing regula-
tions. 
• There will be laminated signs within the pews (green tick (ie safe to sit/ kneel) and red no-
entry (ie unsafe).  Please turn the ‘tick’ sign over to show the ‘no-entry’ sign when you leave, 
indicating where you have been sitting.  This is a message to each other for our ongoing safety.  
Services will be SHORTER with no singing for now.  A list of attendees will be taken and your 
name kept for 21 days for Track and Trace purposes only. 

HOLY COMMUNION - will be distributed in one kind (no chalice) and STRICT hygiene guidance 
will be followed by the priest.  If you are concerned and would like more information about 
how this will feel please contact Rev’d Maria.  

Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms 

These may now take place in church with limited attendance observing all the Health 
and Safety regulations and social distancing.  For more details please speak to 
Rev’d Maria.  

Singing in church is NOT possible at present. We may be able to offer an organist and 
music played on CDs. 

Private Prayer 
Our churches are opening for private prayer at set times.  These will vary from church to 
church because of the need to ensure proper time is left between visits and for cleaning in line 
with HSE regulations for COVID 19 to take place.  Please see church notice boards and the Up-
per Kennet Churches and Village Facebook pages for details of individual churches. 
Avebury church is currently NOT open to tourists.  We are considering the extensive legislation 
and requirements we will need to meet in order to do so and will be taking a decision between 
now and the end of August. 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson 

Notice Board – September 2020 
 
Funeral 
 
Wendy Chapman 10 August  North Wiltshire Crematorium 
Anthony Edwards 21 August  North Wiltshire Crematorium 
 
Burial of Ashes 
 
Edward Nicholls  21 July  Broad Hinton 
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Talking Tuesdays 

@ The Rectory 

Avebury  

Talk, Eat, Pray 

Lively debate, great refreshments!  

Tuesday 22nd September 7.30 - 9 pm  
in the Rectory garden, weather permitting 
 

Images of Jesus  
A chance to talk openly and gently about the image we have of 
Jesus, who we believe he is and the importance of Jesus in times of 
change and crisis. 
 

Bring a cup - refreshments provided - social distancing and all 
regulations will be followed! 

 

Under The Beech Tree 

A Space to Breathe 

Do you connect best with God in creation? 

Are you in need of  a breathing space simply 

to rest in the Divine Presence and be still 

within creation? - 

 

 

Then come and join us @ the Rectory, Avebury  

on the following dates/times 

for Quiet Mindfulness, Guided Meditation, Sounds of Creation.` 

Dates:   

Tuesday   1st September 7.30 pm 

Friday   18th September 7.30 pm 

Saturday   26th September 4.30 pm  

Wednesday  30th September 7.30 pm 

ALL are welcome, wherever you are on your spiritual journey.  
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Readings for September 2020 
 

6 September  – Green 
Trinity 13 
Romans 13.8-end 
Matthew 18.15-20 
 

13 September  – Green 
Trinity 14 
Romans 14.1-12 
Matthew 18.21-35 
 

20 September  – Green 
Trinity 15 
Philippians 1.21-end 
Matthew 20.1-16 
 

 
 

27 September  – Green 
Trinity 16 
Philippians 2.1-13 
Matthew 21.23-32 
 

4 October  – Green 
Trinity 16 
Isaiah 5.1-7 
Matthew 21.33-end 
 

September 2020 - Upper Kennet Churches Service Rota  

Wednesday 
2 September 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion – Avebury 

7 pm 

Meditation Service (Taizé) – East Kennett 

6 

September 

Trinity 13 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION & HARVEST FESTIVAL 

AVEBURY 
  

11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 
9 September 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion – Avebury 

13 

September 

Trinity 14 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 
  

11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 
16 September 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion – Avebury 

7 pm 

Meditation Service (Taizé) – East Kennett 

20 

September 

Trinity 15 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION & HARVEST FESTIVAL 

WEST OVERTON 
  

11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 
23 September 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion - Avebury 

27 

September 

Trinity 16 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION & HARVEST FESTIVAL 

BROAD HINTON 
  

11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 
  

6 PM - HARVEST FESTIVAL 

EAST KENNETT 

Wednesday 
30 September 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion – Avebury 

7 pm 

Meditation Service (Taizé) – East Kennett 
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches 
 

RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone  
one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
        Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER 
Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Claire Stiles  01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk 
Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY     Mrs Sandra Hues  01672 539444   shues01@hotmail.com 
     Mrs Helen Vickers  01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers  01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold   01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long    01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
     Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Gill Crabtree  07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
     Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge   01672 513819   mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight  01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe,  
Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279  davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:      Liz Moakes    07776 188805 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 

Final copy date 20th of each month. 
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