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BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
By Zoom Teleconferencing Facility, Wednesday 9 September 2020, 7.30pm 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman) 
Present:  Cllr Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 
   Cllr James Keith (JK) 
 

Cllr Jane Davies (JD) (Wiltshire Council) 
Cllr Allison Bucknall (AB) (Wiltshire Council) 

   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
Apologies:  None 
 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and the meeting was declared quorate.  The Chairman 
particularly welcomed Cllr Allison Bucknall from Wiltshire Council, who may become our Council 
rep when the boundary changes are implemented and elections have taken place.  There were 
no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Monday 6 July 2020 
The Minutes of the 6 July 2020 meeting were approved and signed as a true copy by the 
Chairman.   
 
3.  Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes that would not be discussed later in the 
Meeting.  The Chairman stated that Cllr Howard Witt had submitted his resignation as he and 
his wife are moving out of the Parish to be closer to their family. She wished to thank Howard for 
his contributions to our Parish as a Cllr and especially his outstanding efforts working towards a 
conclusion of the Earthline/Uffcott issues. We wish him well in his future. 
 
 
4.  Finance Update 
PC Bank Account Balances - as at 1 September 2020:  

Current Account: £261.96      
Deposit Account (Total): £12,660.41 made up of  
 Deposit Account (General):  £9,053.95 
 Deposit Account (Allotments):  £2,266.46 
 Deposit Account (Defibrillators):  £1,340.00    
Payments over £100 since last meeting: 
 MS & RJ Windel - £354.00 for verge cutting during the summer 
 S Sumner - £108.00 for the Post Office signpost, as mentioned above 
 Wiltshire Council - £208.00 for the contribution to the A4361 Study 
Clerk’s July Salary + Expenses - £277.38 
Clerk’s August Salary + Expenses - £264.39 
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PB reported that, as agreed at the July Meeting, £1,000 had been transferred from the General 
Deposit Account to the Defibrillator Deposit Account.  This was to ensure that when the renewal 
of the Defibrillator came about there were funds set aside for this.  PB also stated that £35.00 had 
been paid to Sandie Gould for her auditing of the 2019/20 Accounts. 
 
5.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of the planning applications that had been received and the 
decisions made since the last meeting. These are given below: 
 
19/05897/FUL and 19/06110/LBC. Whyr Farm, Winterbourne Bassett. Full Planning 
Application and Listed Building consent for proposed conversion of existing dovecote to form a 
multi-use commercial and educational facility. No objections. Agreed with conditions. 
 
20/04606/FUL  Broadlands, High Street, Broad Hinton 
Full Planning Application for the proposed demolition and removal of existing conservatory, 
single rear extension, first floor extension over flat roof extension and garage. Looking at the 
drawings we can expect a further application for a replacement two story extension, building on 
a smaller footprint of the pre-existing. No objection. Agreed by Wilts.  
 
20/05014/TPO  Uffcott House, Uffcott.   
Full Planning Application form trees with a tree preservation order. This application is for 
reduction of height and width of 8 trees. Their previous application to dismantle and fell 6 x 
sycamore trees which were severely decayed at the base and replace with 6 x 1.2m -1.5m 
trees. 20/00165/TPO was refused by Wilts. These trees are included in this application. No 
objection. Agreed by Wilts. 
 
20/04908/FUL 35 Pitchens End, Broad Hinton 
Full planning permission for a proposed two storey front extension. The application had 
previously received planning permission for this extension but it had time lapsed. No objection. 
Awaiting Wilts. 
 
20/05019/FUL Uffcott Farm, Windmill stud, Uffcott. 
Full Planning Application for the erection of an equestrian workers dwelling. This application 
was in fact for an extension to the existing manager’s dwelling to provide a commercial shoot 
venue with a self-contained dining space and its own entrance. Awaiting Wilts. 
 
20/05574/FUL 4 The Mead, Winterbourne Bassett. 
Full Planning application proposed for a replacement of existing timber stables with a building of 
approx. the same scale, footprint and appearance. The application was submitted using the 
applicant’s address and not the building location address, which has been reported to Wilts. No 
objection. Awaiting Wilts. 
 
20/05958/FUL Bridleways, Winterbourne Bassett. 
Full Planning Application proposed is for outbuildings a log and bicycle store, 2 x pergolas and a 
balcony as part of the main house. The previous application for this property was for change of 
use from a bed and breakfast to a dwelling, was agreed by Wilts. The previous application 
19/08235/FUL sort consent for the change of use of a small element of the dwelling house back 
to it’s original residential usage, including that no internal or external alterations would be 
required, yet this application shows the reconfiguration of several internal rooms, the addition of 
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a balcony and external changes one of which is forward of the building line.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
On circulation. 
 
6.  Highways & Maintenance 
The Chairman opened the discussion by reminding the Meeting of the Zoom Meeting held with 
Cllr Wayman and Mr Richard Broadhead on 30 July 2020.  She recommended that JG remain 
the lead on the A4361 matters, whilst JK retain the lead for Uffcott/Earthline, both of which were 
discussed in detail with Cllr Wayman and Mr Broadhead. 
 
A4361.  The Chairman stated that the problem here was that although there had been a significant 
number of accidents on our section of the A 4361, because there had not been any serious injuries 
the problem did not feature on Wiltshire’s agenda. The problem did not feature on Wiltshire’s 
agenda as they only count accidents which involved serious injuries and not the total number of 
accidents. 
 
JD recommended an approach by all of the Parish Councils through which the A4361 ran.  She 
stated that recently the Parish Councils of Berwick Bassett and Winterbourne Monkton had 
approached Wiltshire Council to discover when the speed limit through their area was to be 
changed.  The response cited lack of funds.  JD suggested the three Parish Councils including 
Avebury get together and provide a combined approach.  JG was asked to follow this up and if 
possible, organise a Zoom Meeting with the three Councils.  Action:  JG 
The Meeting also recommended that The Chairman should write a letter to Cllr Wayman, 
reminding her of the Actions from the Meeting and asking for an update.  PB was tasked to draft 
a letter for the Chairman to sign.      Action:  PB 
 
Uffcott and Earthline.  JK and JD briefed Councillors on progress since the last Meeting.  
Highlights were: 

1. Earthline have withdrawn their planning applications and have been refused a certificate 
of lawful use. Swindon Borough Council are proceeding with enforcement. 

2. The PC has been contacted by a concerned resident on the other side of the airfield who 
is pursuing a challenge to Earthline’s Operators License. 

3. There has been no progress as yet on the TRO for byway BHIN18. JK to contact Richard 
Broadhead.        Action:  JK 

4. The PC will shortly submit traffic calming designs to WC for the Byway. 

5. Jane Davies and Danny Kruger have met Mathew Copplestone of Earthline to pursue the 

possibility of making the Red Barn gate the only access to the airfield.  

7.  Footpaths and Maintenance 
Handrail by BH Manor House.  The Chairman reported that this handrail had been repaired and 
all was now in hand there.  The Horton’s had reacted well and this matter could be closed. 
 
Road Signs.  The following matters were discussed: 
 

Black and White Sign at Clyffe Pypard Junction.  The Chairman explained that two quotes 
had now been received.  Robert FitzPatrick’s, which had been reported on at the last 
meeting, was the most cost effective and she asked that the Meeting vote on accepting 
this quote and moving ahead.  JG, CG and JK all voted in favour, whilst AS voted against.  
He felt this was a large sum to be paid for something that was cosmetic as opposed to 
safety related.  However, the vote was approved by a majority.  PB was asked to contact 
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Robert FitzPatrick and give him the go ahead.  The erection of the sign quoted by Steve 
Windel was also approved.      Action:  PB 
 
Summers Road Sign.  PB reported that his investigation had concluded that the correct 
name was indeed Summers Road, however the Meeting was still uncertain if this was 
correct.  JG was asked to take this on by confirming the correct name and also to discover 
the correct location for the sign.  The Council would then consider the best way forward.  
         Action:  JG 
 

Footpaths.  The Chairman briefed the Meeting on a letter received from a Mr Pitts who had been 
walking the Whitehorse Way and found a footpath blocked by fields of maze.  He had produced 
a map showing where the blockage occurred.  JG then outlined the general problem with farmers 
in the area blocking footpath entrances and then ploughing over recognised paths where they 
crossed cultivated fields.  There were 7 footpaths in our area that were currently blocked or 
ploughed over and these belonged to 4 particular farmers. 
 
The Meeting felt that the Wiltshire Rights of Way Officer should be involved, however JD felt that 
local farmers were the responsibility of Parish Councils.  The Meeting agreed that this should be 
one of the subjects of discussion between the Chairman and James Horton.  The Chairman 
explained that a date for meeting had been agreed but James Horton had failed to confirm a time 
and therefore the meeting didn’t take place.   She agreed to continue to press for this Meeting. 
          Action:  AL 
 
Pitchens End Street Lighting.  The Chairman stated that she had received a letter from Mrs Joy 
Reynolds asking if anything could be done about dimming the streetlights on Pitchens End.  
Subsequently both JG and PB had liaised with Joy Reynolds and she had arranged for a survey 
to be given to all in Pitchens End.  43 houses had replied, and there was a majority in favour of 
the option which saw the lights coming on at lighting up time but being turned off at 11pm.  
However, the majority was not overwhelming. 
 
The Chairman also reported that No 12 Pitchens End had written to Wiltshire on this matter earlier 
but had been informed that there were no funds to make the change.  However, JD reported that 
there was already a County plan to replace the current design of  lights with a new LED version.  
These gave a softer light. and at the time of installation, it would be easy to alter the turning on 
and off times. AB informed the meeting that the newly installed LED lighting is programmable at 
the time of installation and individual lights may be separately programmed. AS mentioned that 
just such a light had been installed in WB, which would allow residents to see what was planned 
and the dimmed version is subtle. 
JG was tasked to liaise with a Mr Peter Binley in Wiltshire Council to understand the timings of 
the replacement programme and also to meet with Joy Reynolds to brief her. 
          Action:  JG 
 
8.  Emergency Planning 
Covid-19. The Chairman gave the following statement.  The Government has eased restrictions 
and in July our local support group moved to a second phase running a skeleton support group 
to continue to support the most vulnerable who were still under restrictions until 1st August. The 
support group will still be there if called upon if we have a local lockdown.  
We should also be aware of the fallout, where many vulnerable people will need help and 

understanding with mental health issues resulting from the crisis. We agreed at the last meeting 

to feed through any mental health support contacts we receive through social media and the 
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support group and we will continue to do so. I don’t need to remind anyone to ensure they follow 

government guidelines but we need to be vigilant to avoid a second wave. 

The Government has since supported our hospitality sector with the help out to eat out scheme, 

which has driven custom to our pubs and financially supported the public to in turn provide that 

custom, during August. 

The scheme was so successful in our Parish, The Crown and The Winterbourne have joined 

forces to continue to offer the help out to eat out scheme by staggering days of availability and 

subsidising the scheme themselves. We’d like to thank both pubs for all of their support during 

this pandemic by setting up pop up shops and offering takeaways. We commend them for 

continuing these efforts to support our community and we will in turn support them with gratitude 

and patronage.   

Drains and Flooding.  JG informed the Meeting that James Horton had cleared some of the 
drains that were his responsibility, but there was still more to do.  In particular, the drains in the 
High Street which were of Victorian design were not able to cope with the quantity of water that 
fell nowadays.  He had contacted Toby Sturgis of Wiltshire Council but so far had not received 
any response.  AB agreed to contact Toby Sturgis. 
(Sec Note:  AB contacted Toby Sturgis during the Meeting and he would be more than happy for 
a member of the Parish Council to attend The Flood Working Group Meetings.  A nominee 
needed to be added to the Invitation list.  The Chairman asked JG to take on the task.) 
          Action:  JG 
CG reported that she had emailed Wiltshire Council concerning blocked drains in Post Office 
Lane, and these had been cleared recently.  PB also reported that he had asked for a road 
sweeper to come to BH to clear the gutters on the High Street, which if left untended would 
block drains.  The road sweeper had visited recently and the gutters were now clear. 
 
9.  Issues and Action Log 
The Chairman went through the list of outstanding actions, and it was generally agreed that 
progress had been made in clearing away many of the residual ones.  PB would be sending out 
an amended Action list once the Minutes had been agreed.   Action:  PB 
 
10.  Allotment Update 
PB reported that he had received a message from the Horton Farm Administrator with a reminder 
of the £200 rent which was now overdue.  This would be one of the subjects the Chairman would 
raise with James Horton when she met with him. 
 
JG reported that the new Committee seemed to be working well.  All the Allotments had now been 
filled which would ensure income was as expected. 
 
11.  Parish Councillor Recruitment 
The Chairman stated that there still a need for further members to join the Council to make up the 
correct number.  PB was tasked to keep messages going into the Local News and onto the 
FaceBook pages.  The Chairman had a number of people in mind who she would contact 
privately.  AS stated that he too had a possible nomination.  However, they were always busy on 
a Monday evening, when Council Meetings were normally held.  The Meeting felt that a change 
of day for the bi-monthly meetings would be perfectly possible and in fact this was welcomed by 
other Councillors. 
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12.  Any Other Business 
CG reported the following: 

Fly Tipping.  There had been no further instances if fly tipping on Vize Lane.  The signs 
were in place and it was hoped this would deter others. 
Broken Fence.  CG stated that Wiltshire Council were aware of the broken fence between 
Pitchens End open area and Post Office Lane.  They had acknowledged it was their 
responsibility to fix it. 
Dog Fouling.  There had been instances of dog fouling pavements in BH.  PB was tasked 
to put a message into the Village News.    Action:  PB 

It was agreed that the next Meeting should take place on Tuesday 3 November 2020 most likely 
by Zoom.  Start time would be 7.30pm 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.00pm 


