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Community Calendar 

Waste and Recycling collection days for August 

Copy Date 

The Copy date for the September 2020 issue of the Local News will be 20th  August 2020. 

Please email copy to the Editor Liz Moakes at 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com, or phone 077761 88805.  
For information regarding advertising please contact the Advertising Co-ordinator Steve Cutler at the 
same e-mail address 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com or phone 07761 577998 
Please prefix the title message with “NEWS” for Liz and “ADVERT” for Steve making it easier for them to 
separate the messages thereby enabling them to respond more quickly to you.  
 

Items submitted to the Local News are considered for publication at the editor’s discretion and are assumed to be intended for 

publication unless otherwise stated.  Articles will only be printed anonymously if the editor is informed of the name of the author. 

It is your responsibility to inform the editor if, for any reason, you do not wish your name to appear in the Local 

News and associated websites.  

An electronic version of this newsletter if available, along with many other things of local interest 

on the village hall website at www.broadhinton.org.uk 

Notices 
Happy Birthday to the following pupils from Broad Hinton School who  

celebrate their Birthdays in August. 

Adam Barber, Edward Button, Lucy Ferneley, Isabelle Garbett, Rory Hillier, 

Charlotte Huggins, Ella Jackson-Keeping, Leonora Mackay, India Roche,     

Noah Wysocki 

The council has allotted a different recycling collection day to Winterbourne, from Broad Hinton and 

Uffcott.  The three villages will continue to have household waste and green bins collected on the same 

day, but recycling is different as noted by the WB for Winterbourne Bassett.  Recycling centres have 

reopened but you will need to book in advance.  Please see the Wilts Council website. 

    Cricket is being played again please see page 8 for dates 

     

Tues 4th Aug 2020 Mobile Library BHVH Car Park 3.15pm to 4.00pm 

     

    Churches have reopened.  Please see the back pages for info. 

Mon 3 Aug Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Thu 6 Aug Garden Green bin  

Fri 7 Aug WB Plastic & Carboard Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Tues 11 Aug Household Waste Black Bin 

Mon 17 Aug Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Thu 20 Aug Garden Green bin  

Fri 21 Aug WB Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

Tues 25 Aug Household Waste Black bin 

Mon 31 Aug Plastic & Cardboard and Recycling Blue bin and Black box 

mailto:3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
mailto:3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
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A thank you from the Crabtree family 

Bob Crabtree 23.11.56 to 08.07.2020 

Thank you, every one of you who has travelled with us through the long difficult 
years as Bob’s health deteriorated. Your love, kindness, support and cups of tea, 
through some very bleak times as his Alzheimer’s advanced, has meant a huge 
amount to us. 
Covid restrictions meant that we couldn’t give Bob the send-off he deserved, but 
the support you gave us, standing as a mark of respect, and walking with us as, 
we followed him to the church for his funeral on Friday July 17th was truly 
humbling. 
To all of you who cleaned the church and spruced up the church yard, thank you. 
Thank you too for all the cards, flowers and messages of support, we are truly 
grateful.  
 
I am so glad that 30 years ago, Bob and I decided to make Broad Hinton our 
home, it is a very special village. 
 
Gill, Kit & David 

Hello Everyone,  

This issue is a bit fatter than the previous few.  All our local eateries have opened up again—what a 

delight being able to go out for something to eat.  Do see their adverts in this months News.  Not a lot 

in the way of local news stories, but do look out for Mark’s Wightman’s fascinating second instalment 

of life in Fortunes Field.   The Cricket club is playing cricket again, the Village Hall is considering opening 

and the Church is open again.  Hooray!  All of these will need your continued support to thrive. 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR  

LOCAL NEWS ADVERTISERS!  

 
As the restrictions of the awful virus are gradually and cautiously being eased is it time to 
catch up matters that have come to your attention during the lockdown? 
 

You probably have not used your car as much as normal? Don’t risk a trip to Barnard Castle 
or Cornwall! Please see advertisements for servicing and tyres. 

In the home you will may well have come across routine jobs that need attention or been 
advised of them by your partner!  There are advertisers for plumbing, heating, general 
maintenance, oven and home cleaning and electrical services. 

What about a new specially designed kitchen?  Even with little rainfall, the grass is in need of 
mowing with servicing available.  And there aren’t many villages where your daily paper can 
be delivered! 

Please support these businesses as they support your free Local News  

And let’s not forget the volunteers who produce and deliver it to your home! 
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VILLAGE HALL 

AUGUST NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

Re-Opening BHVH 

As the Local News goes to press, the BHVH Trustee Committee are examining the 
regulations regarding our responsibilities and what provisions are necessary to 
enable us to re-open BHVH. We will likely know more well before the next Local 
News, so to stay up to date, keep an eye out for information in our e-newsletter, the 
community Facebook Group and the BHVH Facebook Page. 

 

BHVH Website changes 

For security and support reasons, the BHVH committee has decided to change our 
website hosting company. The website content has already been transferred, but 
changing the domain name (broadhinton.org.uk) to point to the new hosting company 
may take a few days to be completed. 
 
During this time you may find your browser gives you an error of some kind if you try 
to access broadhinton.org.uk. 
  
We hope this is completed quickly – but in the meantime, our apologies for the 
expected gap whilst the web site's unavailable. 

 

June 300 Club Winners 

£50 209 Des Clarke 

£25 206 Des Clarke 

£20 183 John Hutchings 

£20 213 Sandra Beaumont-Kerridge 

£10 150 Marilyn Martin 

 

 

Like us on Facebook Broad Hinton Village Hall 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter @BH_VillageHall 

 

 

 

www.broadhinton.org.uk 
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From the Villages Support Group 

 

As we appreciate and move into a lifting of our Covid-19 restrictions, the Villages Support 
Group is no longer needed in its existing format. What’s happened since we went into 
lockdown? 

 

• Amanda Le Pape created the Broad Hinton & Uffcott Connect & Support FB Group on 
the 16th March. It now has 236 members. 

• Following this, firmly in lockdown, we instigated the Villages Support Group with 
many of these people becoming Street Contacts (SCs). The Street Team has been 
supporting vulnerable people with shopping, collecting prescriptions, or just a chat. 

• We formed a bank of Volunteers to support the SCs if necessary. 

• Jason & Sally Hillier of The Crown opened their shop and with the support of the VSG 
were able to offer deliveries if necessary. 

• Both The Crown and The Winterbourne made our lives easier by making takeaways 
available, as well as a variety of produce. 

• Amanda was also instrumental in developing the Food Repository, for donations to 
help families in need. In this, we were ably and generously supported by Jason & Sally. 

We used a variety of communication methods, from paper in the form of leaflet drops 
and the Local News, to electronic (supported by the BHVH committee) in the form of 
Zoom, e-news & the website.  

 

Many thanks to all of you in our community who helped one another, donated to the food 
repository and acted as supportive friends and neighbours. The good will which is at the 
heart of our community has humbled and inspired us throughout lockdown. 

 

Our SCs will continue their support for those who still need it (shopping, prescriptions 
etc.). We will find a replacement for any SC who, because of other commitments is unable 
to continue. 

 

Our weekly e-news is no longer necessary, so this has ceased. Once the Village Hall re-
opens, the committee will resume a periodic e-news. 

 

The Broad Hinton & Uffcott Connect and Support FB Group remains, renamed 
simply Broad Hinton & Uffcott Community. It will be used for our community going 
forwards. If you haven’t already, find it by pasting: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/545612812737669/ 

into your browser, or search on Facebook for Broad Hinton & Uffcott Community. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/545612812737669/
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Tom's Veg 
 

 

Depending on availability we are 
selling veg, salad and Fiddler's Hill 
Honey at our back gate (opposite 

church car park). 

 

Open on Friday and Saturday  

9am to 8pm 

 

Tom FitzP 

Broad Hinton House 

07826559358 

Razors Edge 
 
I have asked Adrian Stew if he would be 
happy to come back to Broad Hinton Village 
Hall car park and sharpen knives and garden 
tools.  He is more than happy to do so and 
has suggested SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 
from about 8.45 am 
 
If you would like to contact Adrian you can 
find him on Facebook or contact his mobile:   
07771 731631 
 
I am sure that after all the hard work in the 
garden or extra home cooking, you will have 
secateurs, spades, vegetable knives etc. that 
will need sharpening. 
 
Marilyn  Martin 
 
 

FORTUNES FIELD The Early Days  
Part two 

 

When our family arrived in October 1973, we became just the sixth occupiers of a property at 
Fortunes Field, all of which were huddled around the entrance, probably to save the developer 
having to construct too much new road! 
 
The first in, as our pioneers, were Ian and June Pillinger at Wild Berries, no.12.  When they 
came, the remains of an old cottage still stood nearby, with wild berries growing!  It is no 
surprise that Ian, with his talents, drew the plans for their property.  Over the years various 
well designed, clever alterations have been made to their property.  For example, what at first 
sight is the garage wing is largely an art studio with upper floor! The Pillingers enjoyed open 
space to the rear for some seven years before it was developed, and Ian has a painting he did 
at the time of the view. 
 
Brian and Brenda Sayers and family lived at no.1.  Brian was the regional manager for Lloyd ’s 
Bank based at Bank’s iconic building in Old Town Swindon.  Their three teenage daughters 
were great babysitters! (as were the Swadden girls, the daughters of Rex and Veronica, then of 
Weir Farm, Winterbourne Bassett, another family who welcomed us newcomers). 
 
At no.2 was John Garrett and his wife Ann.  He was a partner in Monahans, Chartered 
Accountants of Swindon, now with many more west county offices.  After Anne died John 
moved to Broad Town where he still lives with his new wife. 
 
Ken and Sue Osman with their two young children lived at no.26 (now no.30).  Ken became a 
senior army officer and was decorated for his role in Belize, in South America.  When they 
were posted, the house was let to a very interesting and charming Irish horse owner.  His son 
was in the SAS and we remember him spending time there “recuperating after an operation”.   
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We never found out for sure, but it was suspiciously soon after the ending of Libyan Embassy 
Siege by the SAS! 
 
The Wightmans were next door, then no.27, now no.31.  Our house was finished soon after the 
Osmans.  Before boundary fencing was erected at the rear, Dave Watts arrived with a tractor and 
rotovated and levelled the gardens.  We will forever be grateful for this massive labour-saving 
favour!   We were able to fill a disused septic tank with raked up stones, that had been connected 
to what had been Norborne farm cottages which by then were owned by Bas and Marjorie Sykes 
and Dennis and Millie Sykes (and which were connected to the main drains!) 
 
Finally, at no.28 (now no.32) were Earle and Teresa Reilly, a lovely American couple.  He had was 
a senior executive “on loan” to Burma Castrol in Swindon.  After them, Ted and Jeanne Atkinson 
bought the house.  Ted was a scientist at Raychem in Swindon.  Although involved in the local 
community, Jeanne never let us forget that their real home was in East Anglia and on Ted’s 
retirement they returned there but not before our family had “spied” several visits by Rowan 
Atkinson, their nephew! 
 
Although only six properties were occupied at that time, others were being built mainly between 
numbers 2 and 12. 
 
When Fortunes Field was conceived, it was apparently proposed that there would be about sixty 
properties.  The story goes that this was not well received in the local area!  It would have more 
than doubled the number of dwellings in the village at that time, which mainly comprised several 
large houses and cottages with most of the villagers involved in farming in one way or another. 
 
Fortunes Field was originally part of Norborne Farm.  The owners, Jimmy and Gwennie Jones 
(formerly a Miss Horton) had sold the farmhouse, now Marlborough House, the home of Nick 
and Liz Moakes, and built a bungalow opposite, on what was later redeveloped as Norborne 
Road.  Pitchens End was also part of Norborne Farm. 
 
Eventually approval was given for twenty-eight dwellings at Fortunes Field, with only bungalows 
in the middle, the idea being to preserve the views of the Marlborough Downs.  More unusual 
was the planning condition that no more than five dwellings could be occupied in any one year.  
A clever idea in that it achieved a phased increase in the village population but is not so good for 
those living on a development site!  In theory the development could have been completed in six 
years but in the end, it was nearer twenty! We occupiers did manage to get our rates (pre council 
tax) reduced for a few years because of the incomplete state. 
 
Not all the dwellings were built by Smith and Hope. The orchard of the cottage known as Old 
Orchard in the High Street, protruded into Fortunes Field and was sold off to Isis of Swindon, who 
built four houses in the mid 1980s, numbers 26 to 29, (now the Clarkes, Lixin and Shumin Li, the 
Nurses and Fosters) hence the original properties with those numbers each having to add four! 
 
Also at about that time, five bungalows were built, nos 14-18 (now the Styles, Simpsons, Walkers, 
Whomes and Hudson), 14 and 15 were built by Isis with the other three by Cowley Brothers of 
Wroughton.  Late in the 1970s the Gallimores at no.5 organised the building of their own 
property, as did the Weavers at no.13, when Brian ran his own building business. 
 
So here we are, still here forty seven years later.  Thanks to our community and your friendship!  
There is of course more to be said about the village and Fortunes Field if of interest, but for now: 
“Enough, enough” I hear! 
 
Mark Wightman, July 2020 

Thanks Mark, what a fascinating insight into the 

early days of Fortunes Field.  Living on a building 

site for all those years sounds a bit tough.  
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                              NEW RESTAURANT IN BROAD HINTON  

La Strada Restaurant aims to bring a vibrant, warm and welcoming 

dining experience with a unique combination of a traditional pub 

and an Italian Ristorante. All our food is cooked to order using only 

fresh and seasonal ingredients. 

We offer a special dish for the day as well as our extensive á la carte 

selection. We are open every day, seven days a week for lunch and 

dinner (takeaways  available) 

  

 

You can find the menu on our website or facebook page  

CONTACT US FOR BOOKINGS    01793 731510  

  EMAIL :                      lastradaswindon@gmail.com  

WEBSITE :   www.lastradaswindon.com 

mailto:lastradaswindon@gmail.com
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Live Cricket is back in Broad Hinton! 

 

We are delighted to announce that cricket will return to Manor Farm as White 
Horse Cricket Club start to play friendlies again.  With lots of hard work tidying up 
the ground, we are starting on Sunday 26th July.  Special thanks to Chris O'Neill for 
his expertise in ensuring we meet the Covid-19 guidelines.  Current fixtures can be 
found below, and our website will be updated with any extra fixtures that we ar-
range now that we can play again. 

 

At present, the Pavilion is closed, except for the use of the toilets.  If you would like 
to come up to watch, please can you bring your own refreshments and chairs or 
rugs to sit on.  Our large field should allow us all to socially distance! 

 

If you are interested in playing, or would like to become a Social Member to support 
us in these financially challenging times, please contact Chris Ladd -  

chrisladd@hotmail.com / 07884075397 

  

 Sun 26th July - Potterne (Home 1pm start) 

 Tues 28th July - Ashbury (Home 6pm start) 

 Sun 2nd Aug - Avebury (Home 2pm start) 

 Tue 4th Aug - Haydon Wick Purton (Away 6pm start) 

 Sun 9th Aug - Aldbourne (Home 2pm start) 

 Tue 18th Aug - Coastal Cobras (Home 6pm start) 

 Tue 25th Aug - Wanborough (Home 6pm start) 

 Sun 30th Aug - Sutton Benger (Home 2pm start) 

DOG FAECES 

Many of us have said how fortunate we are to live in such a lovely village as Broad Hinton, 

especially during these difficult times. Why is it then that some dog owners are totally 

irresponsible about disposing of their pet’s faeces? This spoils the enjoyment of the village 

for other people and is extremely unhygienic. Whilst walking the back land, between 

Fortunes Field and Post Office Lane, there were five bags of dog faeces and one pile that had 

not been picked up at all. Three of the bags were black and white checked M & S bags and 

had been left under the hedge to the field. Two bags had been tossed into our garden which 

borders the path.  

We are dog lovers but find it difficult to understand the owners who behave in this way. 

Please be more considerate to the community. 

Juanita Paulton 

mailto:chrisladd@hotmail.com
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Thank you for all the continued support in such a turbulent time. Particularly 
with all the new measures we have in place.  It has been so lovely to see so 
many of you again.  Here are our current opening hours but keep your eyes 
peeled because if the weather is great we may choose to ‘getBattered’.  We 
have a new menu being released over the next two weeks in the pub and we 

look forward to sharing it with you as soon as possible.  
 

Many Thanks   Sally, Jason and the Team       01793 731 302  
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Shop Phone Number:  01672 539200 

 
Revised Opening Hours 10am – 4pm every day 

 
 
 

Shop opening hours 
We are continuing to open 10am – 4pm every day. 
We are keeping our opening hours under review during the Pandemic.   If we are 
concerned about large numbers of visitors in the village, especially at weekends, we may 
be forced to close at short notice in order to protect our staff, volunteers and the local 
community. 

 
Stock update 
We have lots of nice things to take on picnics including pies, slices and scotch eggs both 
vegetarian, vegan and meaty.   Also, some handy Tuna and Salmon Lunch to Go snack 
pots. 
As a treat we have recently started to stock cans of Pims, Gin and Tonic and Mojito. 
 
Thank you  
From everyone in the community we would like to thank all our volunteers and staff for 
keeping the shop open during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thank you to all the new volunteers who have come forward to help the shop recently.   
We are still looking for new volunteers.   If you would like to help, please contact the shop 
on 01672 539200. 
 
Keeping Everyone Safe 
We have a range of equipment in the shop to protect our volunteers, staff and customers   
We have a plastic screen in front of the till.   We have hand gel, disposable gloves, face 
masks and we have ordered some plastic visors for use by our volunteers. 
We are limiting the number of customers in the shop to one customer or small family group 
at a time. 
 
Meet the Team 
Unfortunately, I have not been able to persuade anyone to be 
featured this month, so have resorted to talking to myself! 
Michèle has been involved with the shop since the very beginning 
and was on the original steering committee.   She trained all the 
original shop volunteers and then took over as shop chairman from 
Dave Scattergood shortly after the shop opened. 
Michèle believes that the shop is very important to the local 
community and hopes that it will continue to play an important part 
in the life of the village for many years to come. 
Michèle works as a peripatetic brass music teacher and trombone 
player, so is only seen helping behind the counter rarely during school holidays, but she 
does work behind the scenes.   Her favourite products are milk, butter and cream from 
Berkeley Farm Dairy and products for baking including Wessex Mill flour for bread making. 
 
 
Extension of Free Delivery Service 
Avebury Community shop will be providing a FREE delivery service of food and other 
essentials to anyone in our community who is in self isolation due to the Coronavirus.   This is 
an extension of the service we already provide to the elderly and others in our community who 
are unable to get to the shop. 

Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a delivery.    We would prefer payment by card, but can 
accept cash on delivery if necessary. 

 

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 
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Wroughton Country Market  

 

At last the market has been able to re-open! 

We have held 2 Friday markets outdoors at Willowbrook next to the Ellendune 
Centre. The team have worked hard at putting in place queuing systems and 
table displays that respect the social distancing rules so as to keep our 
customers and producers safe. This has been very well received by everyone. 

Our craft, vegetable and  plant producers have finally been able to share the 
fruits of their Lockdown labours with you! It has been lovely seeing familiar 
faces again and some new ones too! 

We now have a Baking order form (which will change slightly each week 
dependent on ingredient and producer availability) but if you enjoy our 
homebaked treats, then place your order by Tuesday 6pm and it will be ready 
for you to collect at that weeks Friday market. 

 

Do have a look through the photos on our Facebook page and if there is 
something you were thinking of as a treat for yourself or a bespoke gift for a 
future special birthday (or even for Christmas!) then please get in touch and we 
will put you in touch with the producer. 

On Facebook look for the Wroughton Country Market page that you can then 
‘Like‘ the page and keep up to date with our Wednesday & Friday Market posts, 
you will find the Baking order form here too. 

If you do Twitter and Instagram search for Wroughton Country Market to keep 
up to date. 

 

To get in touch Phone - Tina Grice Market Chair on 01793 638240 or message 
us via the Facebook page. 

 

Jane Beaumont 



The Broad Hinton, Uffcott and Winterbourne Bassett Local News August 2020

13 

Broad Hinton Parochial Church Council 

150 CLUB August – December 2020 

The PCC has the responsibility of managing and maintaining our local 

church, St Peter ad Vincula. As you may appreciate this year has been 

a disaster for the PCC from a financial point of view with many 

expenses still continuing such as diocesan quota (last year £15k), 

benefice quota (£6k),  insurance (£2.5K), heating and lighting (£2k), 

church & churchyard maintenance(£1k). We receive no funding from 

the Church of England or the Diocese whatsoever for these.  

To help pay for these expenses, the PCC have in the past run many 

fundraising activities such as the Fun day, Safari Supper, Teas 4 

Tourists, Coffee mornings, Harvest Lunches, Concerts, Flower festivals 

and Tables tops along with other events, last year we managed to 

raise around £8,000 via these. 

All of these activities are not feasible in this current environment but 

our outgoings are still there!!!! 

So this year we are running a 150 club which we can do in isolation. 

The fundamentals are:- 

150 tickets at £10 each will be available for sale. They will be included 

in monthly draws which will be done on the 31st Aug, 1st Oct, 1st Nov 

and 1st Dec. 

Prizes for these draws will be £75, and 3 x £25 for each of the Aug, 

Oct, and Nov draws whilst the December draw prizes will be a bumper 

£150 and 3 x £50. 

Des Clarke will be organising this on behalf of the PCC and anybody 

wishing to purchase tickets to support this Church fund raising 

activity, would they please contact him either via e-mail 

(djnsclarke@hotmail.com) or phone (731606)        

On behalf of the PCC, many thanks 

mailto:djnsclarke@hotmail.com
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TOGETHER AND APART 

Upper Kennet Churches during Covid - WHAT NEXT? 

 
Claire Stiles , LPA and LWL, reflects on those who served their community : 

Love, compassion, a helping hand, a voice at the end of the phone – what was it that you 

needed during the worst of the Covid pandemic? 

Each village formed varied groups to help vulnerable individuals and families in whatever way 

needed.  These spontaneous and amazing groups have worked tirelessly responding to needs 

as they arose, giving skills and time to help with shopping/prescriptions/vet care, assistance 

with schooling and entertaining children and much more.  But who were these helpers?  We 

will never know most of their names.  They all come from different backgrounds and have 

different reasons to help. However, one thing we do know is that they have ALL been the most 

spiritual and caring people we could wish for.  For some members of the groups the driving 

force has been church goers, part of a living church, working alongside those of differing faiths 

or no faith but all sharing a deep love of their community and humankind.  The church doors 

may not have been open but church was very much alive and active in the community - just in 

a different way.  Did you receive or observe help given freely?  Have you asked yourself what 

motivated the person?  I am sure that behind all our careers in the community there was love, 

compassion, a deep sense of extended family pulling together and also the love of working 

through the direction of God, whichever church/faith they may belong to. 

Church is for Sunday?   Church is for each and every day!   Church is open to everybody. 

Watch this space for information on how we can say 'thank you' to all our local heroes.  

Little Angels News - Angharad Hughes brings us the latest update  

The Little Angels families have, like everyone else, weathered the Corona lockdown storm 

from each of our individual boats.  Some of us have continued working whilst juggling home-

schooling and many more bodies in the house than normal!  Some have had no choice but to 

send their children back to school as they are key workers, no matter how anxious they may 

have felt, and some 'stay at home” mums feel the world is finally appreciating just how hard 

their job is!  But no matter our different struggles, I feel we all share a huge sense of gratitude 

for what we DO have.  Our children are safe, we have beautiful countryside on our doorstep 

and much more time and opportunity to explore it together.  Sports and other activities have 

been cancelled, which means we have engaged with our children in activities we would never 

normally have done together.  The slower pace of life and restricted amenities have brought a 

sense of perspective to what we actually need to keep our families whole, safe, happy and 

well - as one Little Angel Mummy so aptly put, it has taught us “the ability to learn how to be 

in the here and now and to be content, and to be thankful every day for what we have”. 

Little Angels have continued to come together online throughout lockdown, with videos and 
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stories posted on the Facebook page, poems and musings from some of our parents and even 

a socially-distanced garden pizza gathering this week for some of our grown-up angels!  We 

are looking forward to coming together physically again soon and will keep you updated as to 

when this may happen, but for now we are still very much a supportive community; apart but 

still together.  If you are new to the area, we would love to welcome you into our family com-

munity so please get in touch with me to add you to Little Angels and Rev’d Maria to add you 

to our Upper Kennet Churches Facebook page. 

Sending best wishes to all our families,  

Love from the Little Angels team. 

 

TIME OUT TOGETHER anyone?  Sibella Laing LLM with the latest on this venture 

You may remember this new group, focussed on worshipping, studying and praying across the 
Benefice on a monthly basis, started in January with lunch together to discuss how we would 
like the group to operate:  how often , which day, what to do and so on.  We agreed to meet 
on Thursdays from 12-2pm at The Old Manor next to West Overton Church, on a trial basis.  
Everyone would bring their own lunch in the future, we would start with a short (10 minute) 
morning worship, have a time of the Bible study, and pray together.  
Our next meeting, in February, followed this pattern and we had a lively and varied discussion 
- as you might imagine! - about the story of "the woman taken in adultery" from St John's 
Gospel chapter 8.  We planned to meet in March, but of course Covid-19 intervened and we 
have been unable to have "time out together" since then.  However, I really hope we shall be 
able to resume our meetings in the future, as soon as we are allowed to gather publicly again, 
so watch this space!  
Meanwhile I have sent to the group some Studies written by Bishop Bill Musk on four Old Tes-
tament Prophets, as a way of studying together while apart.  Please contact me if you would 
like the link to these studies or any more details about them, or about Time Out Together. 
 

AND for a bit of peace and quiet – Graham Kitchen LPA reminds us… 

MEDITATION SERVICE  

During the lockdown we have all had to get used to more silence than we have probably ever 

experienced in the past. 

But the silence and peace experienced at our meditation service – which has now restarted at 

East Kennett Church every other Wednesday evening at 7 pm, is different. 

In the peace of a candle-lit church interspersed with a little background singing, and often ac-

companied by a guitar - plus a very few words of wisdom - the silence and peace can be very 

energising and reflective. 

Do come and join us for 25 minutes before you get caught up again in the tension and stress 

of everyday life.  You don’t have to do anything – just sit quietly and relax! 

Please see the service schedule in this magazine for the dates of our Taizé meditation services. 
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View from the Rectory, Together and Apart – Upper Kennet during Covid 
On Sunday 12th July at St Michael and All Angels, West Overton, we gathered again for worship - the 

first time in 4 months almost to the day.  It felt like Easter, Christmas and Harvest all rolled into one. 

I was amazed at the numbers who ventured forth, and the absolute joy on their faces coming into the 

physical building that has held the ‘hopes and fears of all our years’ for over a millennium.  It was so 

good to be together once again - even if we couldn’t offer a hug to someone just bereaved, or share 

the peace with handshake or hug, or sing a hymn.  We DID receive Holy Communion, in just the bread 

alone, but safely and managing social distance and safe distribution all in a shorter time than normal.  

An hour or so later others gathered for a Zoom online service and it strikes me that the new normal as 

we seek to offer the love of God unconditionally to all we meet is summed up best in the words 

‘together and apart’. 

Together and apart the ‘living stones’ of our church, the real church, the people that make up what is 

called the Body of Christ, have been far from ‘closed’ and inactive gathering dust in the gloom.  

Together and apart we have learned to serve this community in new and creative ways; to meet and 

pray, laugh and discuss, plan and make decisions online.  We have adapted to a new pattern of 

worship, and some of the venerable elders of our community have led the charge in getting a handle 

on Zoom, You Tube, Whats app and the internet.  Our largest online attendance on a Sunday was over 

130 and the daily and midweek services enabled us to grow in knowledge, friendship and prayer 

together.  A new Facebook page, a YouTube channel and our website enabled us to meet your needs 

as they arose in a new way.  And this will continue for as long as is needed. 

LLM SIbella Laing reflects: Easter seems a long time ago now but across the Benefice people made 

Easter gardens; devised walks around the villages with posters to stop and think about the pictures or 

rest and pray; made crosses for Good Friday and then flowered them over the Easter weekend; created 

prayer hills or stations of the cross around the churchyards.  On Ascension Day and at Pentecost there 

were bubbles and birthday candles to celebrate the festivals outside and apart, yet together. 

Together and Apart - those who profess to follow Jesus’ commandment to love God and neighbour in 

this Benefice have just quietly continued to do this- And as we move forward we need to embrace a 

new way of working and ask for your patience and understanding if things don’t seem to be moving as 

quickly as you would like. Our main aim is to enable you to pray and worship in church SAFELY and the 

guidance and regulations are extensive.  In the meantime a lot of what you have missed is getting going 

again.  See INSIDE for more details and updates on Taizé, Little Angels, Celtic Communion, a Space to 

Breath and SUNDAY WORSHIP.  

Together for some, and apart, for others, the church continues. In fact, it never stopped.  It never does. 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson 
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Notice Board – July 2020 
 
Wedding 
 
Valerie Cowan &  24 June East Kennett 
Nigel Gray 
 
Funerals 
Clarice Phillipps  30 June Kingsdown 
Frank Russell  10 July  West Overton 
Robert Crabtree  17 July Broad HInton 

Back to church - what to expect 
Your health is of paramount importance, and we have followed regulations and made some 
changes within the churches.  The government also requires a COVID-19 risk assessment to be 
carried out for every building and site open to the public, which we have done. 
 

As you enter, you will notice: 
 

• Hand sanitiser will be available for use as you arrive and leave. 
• Church doors will be open and where applicable the pew doors will be open, welcoming you 
to sit or kneel for prayer, using alternate pews in order to comply with social distancing regula-
tions. 
• There will be laminated signs within the pews (green tick (ie safe to sit/ kneel) and red no-
entry (ie unsafe).  Please turn the ‘tick’ sign over to show the ‘no-entry’ sign when you leave, 
indicating where you have been sitting.  This is a message to each other for our ongoing safety.  
Services will be SHORTER with no singing for now.  A list of attendees will be taken and your 
name kept for 21 days for Track and Trace purposes only. 

HOLY COMMUNION - will be distributed in one kind (no chalice) and STRICT hygiene guidance 
will be followed by the priest.  If you are concerned and would like more information about 
how this will feel please contact Rev’d Maria.  

Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms 

These may now take place in church with limited attendance observing all the Health 
and Safety regulations and social distancing.  For more details please speak to 
Rev’d Maria.  

Singing in church is NOT possible at present. We may be able to offer an organist and 
music played on CDs. 

Private Prayer 
Our churches are opening for private prayer at set times.  These will vary from church to 
church because of the need to ensure proper time is left between visits and for cleaning in line 
with HSE regulations for COVID 19 to take place.  Please see church notice boards and the Up-
per Kennet Churches and Village Facebook pages for details of individual churches. 
Avebury church is currently NOT open to tourists.  We are considering the extensive legislation 
and requirements we will need to meet in order to do so and will be taking a decision between 
now and the end of August. 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson 
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Talking Tuesdays 

@ The Rectory 

Avebury  

Talk, Eat, Pray 

Lively debate, great refreshments!  

Tuesday 11th August 7.30 pm  
in the Rectory garden, weather permitting 

 

Celtic Christianity and the Early Celtic Saints 
 

Bring a cup - refreshments provided - social distancing and all 
regulations will be followed! 

 

Under The Beech Tree 

A Space to Breathe 

Do you connect best with God in creation? 

Are you in need of  a breathing space simply to rest in  

the Divine Presence and be still within creation? - 

Then come and join us @ the Rectory, Avebury on the following dates/

times 

for Quiet Mindfulness, Guided Meditation, Sounds of Creation. 

Dates:  

Tuesday  4th August  7.30 pm 

Friday  14th August  7.30 pm 

Friday  21st August  7.30 pm  

Wednesday 26th August   7.30 pm 

 

ALL are welcome, wherever you are on your spiritual journey.  
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Readings for August 2020 
 

2 August – Green 
Trinity 8 
Romans 9.1-5 
Matthew 14.13-21 
 

9 August – Green 
Trinity 9 
Romans 10.5-15 
Matthew 14.22-33 
 

16 August – Green 
Trinity 10 
Romans 11.1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15 [10-20] 21-28 
 

23 August – Green 
Trinity 11 
Romans 12.1-8 
Matthew 16.13-20 
 

30 August – Green 
Trinity 12 
Romans 12.9-end 
Matthew 16.21-end 
 

6 September  – Green 
Trinity 13 
Romans 13.8-end 
Matthew 18.15-20 

Upper Kennet Churches Services – August 2020 

2 

August 

Trinity 8 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION –  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 

  
11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

5 August 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion - Avebury 

7 pm 

Meditation Service (Taizé) – East Kennett 
  

9 

August 

Trinity 9 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION – AVEBURY 

  
11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

12 August 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion - Avebury 
  

16 

August 

Trinity 10 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION – WEST OVERTON 

  
11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

19 August 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion - Avebury 

7 pm 

Meditation Service (Taizé) – East Kennett 
  

23 

August 

Trinity 11 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION – BROAD HINTON 

  
11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

26 August 

10.30 am 

Celtic Communion - Avebury 
  

30 

August 

Trinity 12 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION –  
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 

  
11 am ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches 
 

RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone  
one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
        Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER 
Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Claire Stiles  01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk 
Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY     Mrs Sandra Hues  01672 539444   shues01@hotmail.com 
     Mrs Helen Vickers  01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers  01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold   01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long    01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
     Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Gill Crabtree  07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
     Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge   01672 513819   mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight  01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe,  
Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279  davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:      Liz Moakes    07776 188805 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 

Final copy date 20th of each month. 
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