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BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
By Zoom Teleconferencing Facility, Monday 6 July 2020, 7.00pm 
 
MINUTES 
 
 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman) 
Present:  Cllr Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Howard Witt (HW) 
   Cllr James Keith (JK) 
 

Jane Davies (JD) (Wiltshire Council) 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 
 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and the meeting was declared quorate.  There were 
no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on Monday 4 May 2020 
The Minutes of the 4 May 2020 meeting were approved and signed as a true copy by the 
Chairman.   
 
3.  Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes that would not be discussed later in the Meeting. 
 
4.  Finance Update 
PC Bank Account Balances - as at 1 July 2020:  

Current Account: £306.03      
Deposit Account (Total): £13,858.23 made up of  

Deposit Account (General):  £11,178.76 
Deposit Account (Allotments):  £2,340.47 
Deposit Account (Defibrillators):  £340.00    

Payments over £100 since last meeting: 
SWAST - £2,160.00 for BH defibrillator renewal as discussed above 
WALC - £328.15 for annual subscription 
Community First (Annual Insurance Premium) - £246.33 

Clerk’s May Salary + Expenses - £274.80 
Clerk’s April Salary + Expenses - £264.39 
 
PB requested authority from Councillors to transfer £1,000 from the General Deposit Account to 
the Defibrillator Deposit Account.  This would ensure there were sufficient funds in the Defibrillator 
Account for the next Lease renewal when that occurred.  Councillors agreed to this. 
          Action:  PB 
AS asked for an update on the replacement Defibrillator in Broad Hinton.  He has seen no 
paperwork, nor was there any information on when the new Defibrillator would be installed. He 
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reminded the meeting the agreement made it plain that upon renewal of the leasing arrangement 
the current equipment would be replaced.  PB was tasked to investigate. Action:  PB 
 
5.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of the planning applications that had been received and the 
decisions made since the last meeting. These are given below: 
 
19/05897/FUL and 19/06110/LBC. Whyr Farm, Winterbourne Bassett. Full Planning 

Application and Listed Building consent for proposed conversion of existing dovecote to form a 

multi use commercial and educational facility. No objections. Still awaiting Wilts. This is a Grade 

2 Listed building, the application is still awaiting approval of changes requested by the 

Conservation Officer. 

20/02442/FUL The Ark, Uffcott. 
Full Planning Application for a proposed garage with a mezzanine level and storeroom above 
the garages. Resubmission of application ref: 16/11342/FUL - amendments to garage building. 
Agreed by Wilts.  
 
20/03063/FUL 32 Fortunes Field, Broad Hinton. 
Full Planning Application for a single storey rear extension. No objection. Agreed by Wilts. 
  
20/04606/FUL  Broadlands, High Street, Broad Hinton 
Full Planning Application for the proposed demolition and removal of existing conservatory, 
single rear extension, first floor extension over flat roof extension and garage. Looking at the 
drawings we can expect a further application for a replacement two storey extension, building 
on a smaller footprint of the pre-existing. On circulation. 
 
20/05014/TPO  Uffcott House, Uffcott.   
Full Planning Application form trees with a tree preservation order. This application is for 
reduction of height and width of 8 trees. Their previous application to dismantle and fell 6 x 
sycamore trees which were severely decayed at the base and replace with 6 x 1.2m -1.5m 
trees. 20/00165/TPO was refused by Wilts. These trees are included in this application. 
 
The owners of the Saddlery shop have informed the Parish Council, as the tenants have given 

notice and their property is for sale, they had applied for change of use for the shop from retail 

to residential over a month ago and are waiting for an imminent decision. 

6.  Highways & Maintenance 
A4361.  The Chairman stated that a further letter to Councillor Wayman had just been sent off, 
requesting a meeting to discuss the whole matter of the A 4361 and the WS Atkins study.  There 
was nothing to add from CATG, as no meeting had taken place since this matter was first raised.  
The Chairman stated that she hoped to include the Uffcott/Earthline situation in any meeting.  The 
Meeting also agreed that no further action should be taken on the outstanding Invoice until after 
the meeting had occurred. 
(Clerk’s Afternote:  Councillor Wayman has responded to the letter offering 23 July or 6 Aug for 
possible Meeting dates). 
 
Uffcott and Earthline.  JD, HW and JK provided an update on progress to mitigate the effects of 
Earthline Ltd’s presence on Wroughton Airfield.  In particular JK reported on the following: 
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• Planning Applications. 
- Decisions expected at end of July 
- Over 350 comments and objections received 
- Danny Kruger, MP for Devizes, has kindly submitted an objection 

• Operators License. 
-  No further movement 

• Byway BHIN18 
- A formal request by the Parish Council to Wiltshire Council to impose a Traffic 

Restriction Order was approved at the meeting 
- A formal request by the Parish Council to Wiltshire Council through CATG to co-

design and implement traffic calming measures on both the byway and the Uffcott 
Road was approved at the meeting 

- Wiltshire Council have requested the Parish Council to ask the community to 
remove from the byway the informal traffic calming measures placed there over 
the past few weeks. 

The Chairman thanked JK, JD and HW for their outstanding efforts in progressing this to a 
hopefully positive solution. 
 
Camera in Winterbourne Bassett.  Before leaving the subject of highways, AS mentioned that 
recently he had noted a recording camera had been installed overnight looking down the road 
through WB.  As there was a phone number on the camera he had called and been informed by 
the company owning the camera that Wiltshire Council were aware and that a survey of traffic 
was being undertaken. 
 
The Meeting felt that although this did not pose any significant problem, the Parish Council should 
have been informed. 

  
7.  Footpaths and Maintenance 
Handrail by BH Manor House.  CG had phoned PB and briefed him on matters where she was a 
lead.  PB reported that the Handrail by the BH Manor House had been fixed by James Horton 
and so no further action was required. 
 
The Chairman informed the Meeting that she had arranged a Meeting with James Horton for 31 
July to discuss the various matters needing attention which were pertinent to him.  He seemed 
keen to be involved and sort ongoing problems.  JG mentioned that he had submitted a list of 
subjects and the Chairman agreed that this list would be covered. 
 
Stile by BH Village Hall.  PB reported that this stile had been broken and The Chairman stated 
that she would raise this subject with James Horton.  During the meeting with James Horton the 
whole subject of footpaths and the ploughing of rights of way would be discussed.  JG mentioned 
that there was a scheme for assisting help pay for repairs such as broken stiles and this should 
be investigated.   
 
Vize Lane.  PB reported on behalf of CG.  Incidents of fly tipping seemed to have stopped and 
there was nothing further to discuss on this subject. 
 
The subject of the damage to Vize Lane and the surrounding area by 4 x 4’s was raised.  The 
following points were noted during discussion: 
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• The damage was occurring to the verges and ground adjacent to Vize Lane and not the 
actual roadway itself. 

• These verges were owned by the landowners and so the Council had no jurisdiction over 
what happened to them. 

• There was a feeling that if the verges were blocked the damage would occur to the 
roadway instead, which would be a retrograde step. 

 
The Meeting concluded that there was little action the Council could take, but if necessary, CG 
should talk to the landowners. 
 
Road Signs.  PB reported on behalf of CG.  Quotations had been received for three signs in 
question and each was discussed: 
 

Black and White Sign at Clyffe Pypard Junction.  A quotation for the erection of a new 
single arm sign just pointing to Clyffe Pypard had been received.  The cost would be 
£335.00 + VAT.  The Meeting felt that this was insufficient and that an exact replica 
replacement of a 3-arm sign was needed pointing to Broad Town, BH and Clyffe Pypard.  
JK suggested Robert Fitzpatrick be approached, as he was an excellent carpenter and 
might have the time.  PB was asked to approach Robert and report back   
         Action:  PB 
 
Sign at Junction of A 4361 and Post Office Lane.  Steve Sumner of WB had agreed to 
repair and replace this sign and the cost was in the order of £100.00.  The Meeting thought 
this good value for money and should go ahead. 
 
Summers Road Sign.  The original metal sign had been stolen and its replacement had 
been raised at the Annual Parish Meeting in May.  Currently it was unclear if the road was 
termed Summers Lane or Summers Road.  The drive for a replacement was being headed 
by a Mr Keith Baldwin of BH, who has produced a quotation of £140.00 + VAT.  However, 
this was for manufacture only and a further cost would be incurred to erect it.  At this time 
PB was tasked to find out from him the correct name after which Councillors would 
consider a possible way forward.     Action:  PB 

 
8.  Emergency Planning 
Covid-19.  The Chairman updated the Meeting on the efforts that had been undertaken within 
the Villages to ensure vulnerable people were being looked after during the current period of 
lockdown.  The BH/Uffcott Support Group, which had worked so successfully in keeping 
everyone informed and the vulnerable supported had now moved into a new phase working on 
skeleton staffing only until 1 August 20.  The Food Repository had been stopped and the excess 
distributed, and those still requiring support have been moved to local council support.   
 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Council had worked closely with the Support 
Group.  She also formally thanked all the volunteers in all support groups for their hard work and 
in particular mentioned The Crown and The Winterbourne for the excellent service it they had 
given to the community during this extraordinary period.  In WB the support had been based 
around the very successful FaceBook system which would continue.   
 
The Chairman stressed that now the mental health of residents would remain a matter of 
concern and that the virus had not disappeared and so everyone needed to remain vigilant and 
follow the guidelines.  She reminded the Meeting of Chris Whitty’s remark – ‘This virus is a long 
way from gone, we will be living with this for some time to come.’   
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The Meeting discussed the success of the BH FaceBook system that had been started and 
which ran alongside the WB one so successfully.  There was a feeling that if possible, this 
should continue as a useful asset, but would need management.  The Chairman agreed to 
speak to Kate Marshall on this matter.     Action:  AL 
 
Drains and Flooding.  JG briefed the Meeting on the correspondence he had received from 
households in BH who were threatened with flooding every time there was a severe storm.  He 
emphasised the combination of changing weather patterns, the general lack of funds for 
rectifying this sort of matter and the fact that the drains along the main road through BH were 
old and simply not up to the job of dealing with so much excess water.  He felt strongly that this 
was a matter for Wiltshire Council.  JD recommended JG write to Cllr Toby Stirgis of Wiltshire 
Council who was the correct point of contact for this matter and alert him to the size of the 
problem.         Action:  JG 
 
9.  Issues and Action Log 
The Chairman went through the list of outstanding actions, and it was generally agreed that 
progress had been made in clearing away many of the residual ones.  PB would be sending out 
an amended Action list once the Minutes had been agreed.   Action:  PB 
 
10.  Allotment Update 
The Chairman and JG briefed the Meeting on all that had happened in regards to the management 
of the Allotments since the last meeting.  The outcome of a number of conversations was the 
formation of an Allotment Committee.  With JG wishing to hand over the running the Allotments, 
three had been voted on as Chair, Vice Chair and Finance officer of the newly formed committee 
by a poll taken of all Allotment holders.   
 
Their first task had been to generate a Management Plan and also a Risk Assessment dealing 
specifically with the current Covid 19 situation.  These had been tabled and sent out to Councillors 
for comment and acceptance.  The following was agreed: 
 

Covid Management Plan.  JG pointed out that this actually consisted mostly of the points 
he was trying to get agreed anyway.  The Meeting agreed to accept the Management Plan 
 
Risk Assessment.  Whilst this covered most of the points, AS pointed out that it needed a 
front page with explanations of the methodology.  The Meeting agreed to accept the Risk 
Assessment once a suitable front page had been produced. 
 
Finance.  JG and PB explained that between them they had agreed the breakdown of the 
finances regarding the Allotments.  However, the Meeting agreed that nothing should be 
handed over in regards to finance until an proper agreed system had been put in place.  
This would need agreed signing authorities, the opening of a bank account and agreement 
over the split of assets and responsibilities.  PB would continue to run the finances until 
Councillors agreed that the new system met all that was needed. 
 

With all this in mind, JG was tasked to link with the new Committee and brief them on the decisions 
of the Council.         Action:  JG 
AS suggested that PB contact Katie Fielding of Wiltshire Council to obtain generic Terms of 
Reference which would help the newly formed Committee   Action:  PB 
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11.  Parish Councillor Recruitment 
The Chairman stated that there still a need for further members to join the Council to make up the 
correct number.  PB was tasked to keep messages going into the Local News and onto the 
FaceBook pages.  The Chairman had a number of people in mind who she would contact 
privately.         Action:  AL/PB 
 
12.  WB Village Green 
AS reported that there was little progress on this matter since the last meeting.  He had received 
quotes for the tending of the trees and a further one was awaited.  The documents PB had 
produced dealt mainly with areas where the ownership of land was disputed.  The situation here 
was different in that no one claimed ownership of the land in question.  The Meeting felt that in 
the end the Council would need to take action and probably adopt the land. 
 
13. Open Space Survey 
PB reported that the results of the Open Space Survey had been collated from the very few who 
had responded and this had been sent off to Wiltshire Council.  Acknowledgement had been 
received but at the present it did not appear that too much would come out of this activity. 
 
14.  Any Other Business 
There was no further business brought up.  The next Meeting would be on 7 September 2020 at 
7pm.  Nearer the time a decision would be made if this could be a normal meeting or if Zoom 
would need to be used again. 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 8.54pm 


